
the seatac threat news ·! February 1983 

26 Jan . =~et ing . .... An over~.ri e · ... o:f t. h~ noi se update study was given, :fol].o·.oed by Dr. 
r;-:r c.l d R. Sri th ' s nrese n'.;at i on on ~oi se indu'!:ed stres s, a nd a-ctor :1 ey Mary Ruth ~!ann's 
pre s e ntation of possible lega. re::e::iies ..•. Tte overview showed the resul ts of t he POS' 
::o.st: rece n t.l~'l conclud ed study ·,-r.i ch s b O"<(.! significantly incree...co-7 -:J noise i n so~e co::::1unities, 
a nd challenged the ac c uracy of parts o f tbe study •••• Dr . S=itb provided a clear c e=onstratiou 
via a tape deck and a noi se :!leasuri::g i nstru:nent, of what a 70 dB;.. noise has on nor:I:al fa:nily 
conversations. T'te de :::onstrated ~essage '"as that you can:not b e heard above the 70 dBA level 
'nithout SHOG"TING . Dr. S:nith b~ s ::: i nce ifidicated that noise s pikes of 20 - 25 dBA per hour 
ab ov e the 2- :nb ient noise level. :d.ur i ng Sp-!cific night ti:ne periods is stressful and that .a good 
case C'in b e b uilt on such evidence •••• t.is . t-~ann describ ed in so:ne detail :four 'lega1. remedies: 
l. Reverse Conde!D.Oation ; : 2. Prove the He ise Update Study wrong; 3. Nuisance - the 
a·o ili ty to enjoy one ' s own pr-:lperty - tbis would be a TORT and goes back three years and 
i s re nelfable at three year intervals; &"ld 4. Healt3 da:nac;e - prove air and noise po'lll.•.tion 
has da~aged one's health. 

2 Feb., A consensus was reached that legal action is desirable to motivate the POS to address 
their air and noise pollution problem •••• Thi s was followed by another meeting on Feb. 16 
·,.it.h Ms. Mann and those inter-esten pe!"sons who attended the Feb.2, meeting • • • the 
att.orney reco:n::ne nded a legal suit of Reverse Conde::nnation and nuisance ••• this suit 
would address the property of only those who participate in the suit ••• those in 
attendance are still digesting the ter:ns, conditions and worst case fees • • • Ms. Mann 
'topes to be present at the Mar~h 2 ::neet i ng along with sa:nple agree:nents ••• fol~ow on 
:r.eetings •.fill be arrangeci with Ms. f<Iann as necessary ,to address con:fidentia.lities between ·~ 

client and attorney, such as fees. 

1 
, . 17 Feb., Don t-1alcolm and I attended an organization :neeting of the National Association of 

Iio: s e Control Cl f ficials ( NA NCO). This organization is co:nprised of several people rlth 
experti~e in t he noise field that will be helpful as we · take legal action against the 
FOS, and ~ill represent another voice in the selection and election of sy:npathetic candidates 
not to :nention the noise ordinances at the city, county and state levels anticipated. by 
NANCO. 

Concerns - The FAA density guidelines specified in the North Sea Tac Park Plan for safety 
~n clear zone s are in dauger of being overturned • • . we :nust not let that happen, because if I 

safety guidel ines can be down graded , so can other established SeaTac noise guidelines 
I1' you have any political influence, pl.ease use it to stop the overturning of density 
guidelines • ••• The basic purpose of the SeaTac Tr~eat Group is to force the Port of 
Sea.ttl<= tc a.ct upon the unre3olved n~ise issue -::~ fthe Sea'J:' a c Airpor t ••• SeaTac ~anage:nent 
clai:ns to b e a good neighbor, but a good neighbor does not awaken you at all hours of the 
night wit h noise • • • a g ood neighbor listens to y~ur concerns and problems • • • a good 
neighbor does not devalue your property • • SeaTac Airport is not a good neighbor. 

~·~!i!'k Your Calendar - The next Sea Tac Threat Meeting is scheduled :for March 2, 1983, 
7:30 P. l'-1 . at -c ·r:e ~ash . State Cri :d. nal ,;:~stice Tr9.i ning Center, 2450 South 142nd (the 
fo!'~er Glac i er High School) in t he Band Practice Roo~. Please be there • • • • J~es 
Cbalupnik, ;~; . D ., Dept. of Mech. Eng., U. of W., has agreed to give a presentation o'f the 
difference be"t '.feen the LDN Noise Heasuring Syste:n (used by the POS) and a single event . 
dBA noise measuring :net hod that was proposed to the P03 during noise update study ••• , • 
'~' he press is invited •••• t-!ake use of it to air your· frustrations with the lack o~ 
PC'S action. 

Pos itive Thinking- Let's not be to~ hasty about saying no to a law suit without first 
-~:) ns i d er ing the consequences of no such action. I believe t hat "no" action 'N"ill result in 
~ost of us taking a huge loss i f ever we have to sell our ho:nes for w~at the open market 
~il1 bear • • • le£:?;al act:l.on appears to offer the best possible solution. 

Our thanks to Guest Speaker Gerald R. Smith, M. D~, Radiology Dept. • Groul' Heal tb Cooperative: 
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Bill Holstine • 


