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OFFICE OF" THE ASSI STANT SECRETARY 

FOR LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 

AUG· 2 6 1975 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

nonqr:lble Tfcnry i'IJ . LT3ckscrl 
·united St:1ms S<">..nator 
··L"nito-::1 States Court Ha1se 
s~ttle, h'ashinqton 98104 
i ·' 

Pe~ SenRtor ,Jackson: 
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..... .. ( . . 
T'1is is in fnrther reply to ·~~ inquiry of July 30, 1975, relative 
to the letter of. ~"irs. Vi:i:'g~ E. Dan.a, cx:nreming t.he eligibility of 
existing properties for ~IA rrortgage :insurance in areas v.~re noise 
lxrundaries have been es tablishac~ by the local c:XJ:i.ttmi'EJ. 

' 'Ul.P- hnsic p:>liC"'j' of the De~t is to crlninister our progrmr~S to 
improve living canclitions; ·stc'l.ti:Inq ;d th the vi~' that we should not 

'ci.rrlorse or s·.1pp0rt the ·creation: of. u~flesiral)le living environrrents 
e.ither dirt:}ctly or by implication. ~ise 1\ssesSM:mt Guide],.ines were 
dnVBlopo:l by Dolt, -J~.ranek and JJev.man, Inc., undE".r a canfraC£ aaminis­
t~re.:l i:if the .?l.ssistant Sccret,:U:y for Policy Developrent and Fesearch. 
rrt'i~ .i\ssistant SecretrJ.ry ·for Cor:munity Plarming and ~veloprent 
directe.i ·the p!."~=.!iJaratio:::l of Circulnr 1390.2 for transmittal to our 
fiP.l<"t ·offices t.o implff!lent the "lbis~ Abat.arent and Control;, · policy. 
Paragra~:>h 2, MLICY, of t.'f)e,. attac11ed · cor>Y of. the Circular_ should 
provide- r:ost ottJ1e inform1ti~ Mrs. Dana is scekinq. 

:· . '"· .... 

r;epartrrental policy for existing construction is stated :in Paragra}:X1 
2 R (3), . r~d.stinq C.bnstruction . (incl~inq ;:1.eha~ilitatian) of the 
.attach8d, copy of TP" .. J3 Ha.'r1c1bcok 1390.2. In app'IOyinq Ws policy, FHA 
•1003 not:. arbitr;u·ily exclucle any a_rp_.a of existinq housing due to noise 
althougf1. individual af>plications · rray be rejected. · if noise levels are 
.p"rr.ticularly hiryh and the prq:erty is insufficiently SOIID.d-proofe:1. 

T1e opporttmi ty t..o ftrrnish ?Jlfpnnation en the J:Xlp..trt::lrent' s efforts to 
provide assistance to State · ·a'i1d local qrne:r:Tlf:P..nts for the alleviaticn 

· of · CCl'Tbrn.mity noise pollut,i~ is appreciated. 

Piria:rrely, 
. ., . . 
;. .. ~ 

iJ~s .7\. ~'brrill 
~sistant for Ieqislat:i.ve .7\~~atr.:s 
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