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Airbus A320 “Whistle”



• High-pitched whistling noise identified in Airbus 

A320 Family

• Caused by Fuel Over Pressure Protector (FOPP) 

cavities

– Four cavities total, two on each wing

• Noise occurs during aircraft descent and diminishes 

after landing gear deploys

• Aircraft Affected

– A318, A319, A320, A321

– Manufactured before 2014
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• Vortex Generator

– Installation of a small device just in front 

of the vent opening

– Device breaks the flow of air just enough 

to prevent the noise being created

– Aircraft with vortex generators are up to 4 

decibels quieter during the approach 

phase

WHISTLE FIX
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SOURCE:  Supercraft; Vortex Generator, Engineered for a Quiet Approach, 2015. 

SOURCE:  Lufthansa Group; Active Noise Abatement, 2014. 

FOPP



• ONCC letter to United Airlines in September, 2014

• Port of Seattle letter to Frontier Airlines in April, 2019

• Request all airlines with affected A320 family aircraft to utilize 

vortex generators in their existing fleet

– Highlight noise issue and aircraft fix

– Provide examples of airlines adopting this approach

– Emphasis on community benefit for all

AIRPORT AND COMMUNITY APPROACH
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