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Your 2¢ Worth--Meeting # 5 

DECISION MAKERS: 

Comment s fr'om discussions with Decis ion ~J!aker Works hops : 

VALLEY VIEW: Decision Maker, Sen~tor Gordon Herr 

Lack of satisfacti on with King County Government when people 
go t o get information. Maybe name t ags f or County Officia ls, i e . I.D. 
who and wher e they a re. Peopl e were concerned a bout lobbyist f orce, 
espec~ ially s chools. One person concerned a bout maybe a sma ller county. 

Any public works project the county should undert~ke, should be 
required t o notify public, especia lly thos e directly affected prior 
to funding. 

Peopl e a t Valley Vi ew do not get a community pa per, unless it is 
·the Rent on Chronicl~ or the Highline Times, need t o know about 
improvement projects. 

No four-la nes on Military Raod, sa lf walk-w~y f or children/pedest
r a ins, sa f e bicycle pa thwa y, saf e pull-off or ma ybe Milita ry Road 
should be considered a historica l site-look into. 

Disen~hantment with pla nning up t o this point and need coordination 
of projec ts between a ll ~tilitie s. 

Zoning , r oad improvement widening of Nilita ry Raod, Sewers. 

RIVERTON HEIGHTS: Representa tive Ja ck Cunningham 

Goin t o meetings off and on-not g etting anywhere. Can we get help 
from Sta t e , Nationa l governments? (Financ i a l support). Sea-Ta c- -mor e 
finiancia l help s omewa y for a cquisition--a r e ther e othe r s ourc es? 
"Get your a pathetic fri ends of the ir wha t-ever--get involved". Leglis
l ature ha s no authority over the Port--King County not popula r with 
rest of the leglislRture . "People fee l powerless & disguested over Zone 
3. Zone 3 made a politica l f ootball-- shouldn't have been. 

Amendme nt made t o a ssess Port--Port not pr essing t o r e sol ve the 
problem--people should have the right t o stay or go . When they use 
public money t o build, Port r enting t o priva t e party s hould p~y normal 
and economic r ent, should include money f or property t axes, l evies etc. 
H.B. 52 or 53 (pa ssed in early April) The Port had not complied, sa id 
they did not know a thing a bout it , so ha s gone t o the Attor ne y General 
for l ega l ~ction. Some wnterfront pr operty, if pa sses s ooner new 
North a nd South sa t elite and new Port of Seattle in Renton (between 
Renton a nd Tukwila) would be t axed. Port ha s the right of eminent 
doma in , nWha t the Leglis l ature giveth the Legli s l a ture can t aketh away.n 
Don't br eak up the nei ghborhoods . Suggested Zone 3 75% t ax r el eif 
Zone 2· 30% r el eif. This propos ed t ax r el eif· would it be a checker 
boa rd or can we get dependable bounda ries--freewa y damages property 
a mile away. No blnck a nd white decisions. 

Not f air FHA sa ys no l oans on property if you live in Zone 3, 
assessor says its va l uable property and a ssesses it t ha t wa y. Leglisla tion 
ca n gi ve pr operty t ax r el eif. If home is in so many decibels--ca n 
they get pr operty tax r el eif? So ma ny varia tions. When study i s 
finished can we go and aak for l eglislation? Who oversees the Port 
of Seatt l e? The voters. The l eglisla ture ca n t ake awa y the Port's 
l evy author i ty. •tLegli s l ature ca n't a fford t o t ake awa y the carrots." 

Why can't the Port Commissioners be elected by district? "Was 
f or it, but now aganis t it because South King County would only ha ve 
one , commiss i oners should be el ec t ed a t l a rge . The Port i s independent. 
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RI VERr ON HEIGHTS(cont ) 
Ever green County would ha ve controlled the Port . Citizen gr oups 

mi.ght be able t o make the Port s ensitive t o us if we prod them . 
An exercise i n futility . Only about 6 leglis~ators involved in Zone 3 
People should write letter s . · 
Plans should be br oad . Comprehensive study of the a r ea ttFeel we have 
s t udied l ong enough we want out . 1' "•This study won 't s olve the problem" . 
To keep people more ~nvolved-we need mor e conc r ete matter to work with . 
The Port, are they buiying time? Zone 3, wasn't it effective? They 
produced nnd got the action going . Fewer planes going , now with fuel 
shortage . For citizens in Zone 3, go through Port Commissioners , 
r esol ve pri orties nnd implement them. Should not be a political issue . 
"AMENn. Wha t do we want? Fair market value--or a n assurity bond so we 
ca n s el l when we want t o .• Sell when we wanted at f a ir mArket price . 

Can the Leglisl a tur e remove the l aw of eminient domain? Na rrow 
t he prioritiBs to 1 or 2 . Leglislate support for people who a re impacted 
by t he . airpor t . What do you think the Port should do with l and in the 
new acqui siti on ar ea? Warehouses , indust~rial uses f a rmland . Noise is 
a concer n, We appreciate our natural resources , resolve our problems, 
tpen plan . . 

"Do you feel negat ive about t he studyf '" Grouf:; Peopl e c;.1n motivate 
the Port t o a cquire the l a nd . Is it a ~iversionary t actic , A good 
wa y t o ke e people busy and qui et . "No it is a sincere ef for t to include 
peopl e i n the planning of l a nd- usen . Will they t ake the path of 
l east res'istance? "There is a comprehensive plan for King County." .. 
" Ye s one from 1964. " This an honest at t empt to as~ the people \'lha t 
they want . If we scream loud enough we can get releif . We need a 
ha ndl e on the Port . Hear f r om the same peopl e week after week ~nd 
after while they do not ha ve much credibility with the el ected 
offi cia ls . 

Wha t happe ns t o proper ty not owned by the port . · . 
More than one government agency involved here . 

SHOREWl)OD: Representa tive King Lysen 

All too often County employees Ar e not r-esponsive t o a citizen 
needing help (impolite , could care less attitude . ) Bur eaucracy 
breeds corruption and r ampant spending . Elected off icals who should 
ha ve control don ' t . nwa rd system might have potenti~l be . devel oping 
smaller units of r esponsibility . · 

Government a l Departments ar e jcal eous of each other , especially 
whe r e thei r seperat e budgets are concerned . Our system has been l ax 
but is i mproving . Buruaucraqy has been in charge t oo mong . Government 
has s ole charge , yet the el e cted. official a cquires X number of 
c ommi ttees t o do work f or high and when results a r e questionalbe he 
poi nts a finger to committee . Government officnl s should be held 
r e s ponsible . 

Sta te and National leglisla tion a r e constantly bombarded by 
s peci al intrest and l obbiest a nd the various department head s a t 
a ll l egli s l At i ve meetings . All t oo oft en this is the only side 
pr e sented . 

( Leglislators a pprec i a t e opportunity t o get out ~nto the community 
s o t hey kn ow what public and not only l obbies wnnted . ) 
"2 '76 is a r ea l break th~,.. e in l etting the public know who is 
i nfluencing government ." 

We need t o consider a system tha t will get government (loca l & 
Stat e) out into community, so officials know what £Uq~c and not 
just l obbicst wa nts . · .. ~~ ··· -:· 

> • -- ., 
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SHOREWOOD: (cont) 
Examples of good, Des Moines Wa y was a case of r es ponse b¥ 

County Counci l . Seahurs t beach wa s R case of good ~nd bad . Offica ls 
finall y came to the community t o l ook a t pl ans for a l tern;:. tives . 
E. D. C. he l ps the citizen get t o the rights pl~ce a t the right time . If 
thi s process of government is uses Gs intended it ca n be ve r y effective 
King County is 2nd t o Cook County Illinois of 2nd nationally with 
all our spec i nl districts . We h:~ve 200 units of governr.;ent a ll trying 
to work together , each with is j eal ousys. 

Recommend tha t the l eglisla turc be ful l time with adequa t e pa y 
Fewer l egl islat ors would be needed f or f ull r epresentati on . 

DES MOI NES: 
Citizens working ha rd t o do a good j ob on a proj e ct. Regar ding 

deci sion t o get For ewa rd Thrust Pool, ma ny ca lls , l ett er s , etc by 
citizens ena bled decision t o be changed . 

These meetings--people working t ogether . Pa rk Department gett ing 
t ennis net s up earlier in the year-getting better schedul ing at Green 
Lake . Be ing told by Lee Metcalf of Monta no. tha t a persona l l etter to 
him would a lwa ys result in a persona l r eply . Success in stopping 
widening of Des Moines Wa y . 
&qd experience s , Going t o Olympin t o meet l oca l l eglislator , wi t h a n 
appointment and hnve the l eglisla t or not show up . {like t onoght 
Junius Nor ris did not show.) Miller Cr eek citizen must r e sor t to 
lega l nid t o get action . Condominium go i ng up in Des Moine s despite 
the f act tha t people do no wa nt it . Southwest Suburb~n Sewer District 
annexing Mansion Hill a r ea t o Angle Lake Sewer District in order t o 
put s ewers in , in spite of the f act that people vot ed s ewers down . 
King County Offici als doing cros s word puzzles a nd r eading during a 
meeting . Getting n r oad mainta ined af t er deeding snid ro ~ d t o the 
County . Engineers office very uncooper ative- should be consiatant . 
Group f elt , pressure groups r eacting t o cr ises a r e effective , Government 
has the upper hand when zoning is s t opped, gr oup disa ppointed a t 
f a ct th:=t t Morris did not show. 
I mpress ion of presentation meGting of the Sea- Tac Community Plnn on 
ll/27/ 73 NOT SATISFACTORY--They s hould hrwe used nctua l r eadi ng ·) J.' 

noise l evels a t Sea- Ta c not a composi t e of ot her a irport s . Air Qua lity 
and noi se probl ems grossly understnt ed . Gr oup r ecommends that th e 
present~tion not be made t o the King County Council a nd Commissione rs 
on Dec ember 4th in its present f orm. Should wait until actual figures 
of our a rea ~ re a va ilabe ~nd inc o~oor~ted on corre ct ma ps . 

HIGHLINE COJ\f UNITY COLLEGE: 
Medi~-Citizens a r e spoon- f ed from the media , newspa pers , t e l evision 

make comment1iries on the issue s and cnnidnt es and gover nment of fica ls 
Responsibility of the medin i s t o provide informnt ion on c anid~t e s a nd 
issues. 

Government should hnve some wa y of get t ing information t o a 
communit y, f or example precinct committee persons could rec i eve r eturn 
of e lection of specia l districts in that prcinct . 

Ther e must be some chnnges in the governmenta l proces s nnd structure 
t o make government mor e r esponsive . Some example , decentralize the 
power e by chnnging the county government; h~ve hearings and meetings a t 
night , bett er method of advertising hearings and meetings . 
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;HIGHLINE COMJI.IDNITY COLLEGE~ ( cont} 

Hea rings should be r equired Rnd he ld in proj ect nrea f or major 
capital improvements, r enova tions, new public works etc. Citizens 
should have opportunity t o he lp design projects r nthcr than just 
to okay· the de sign th~t ha s been mnd e . · 

Citizen should ha ve r ecousc t o consumer; prot cc tion ngR inst 
governments too. Should be adequately tunded. 
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