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Question #l 

YOUR '2:.¢ WORTH-.-MEETING II 4 

COMMUNITY PLANNING--A GAr~? 

. Last week, workshop partic:ijpants were asked to indent~fy th_e 
things they liked most in the •~mmunity. If you·had to pi~c just 

. one thing you liked best a bout the community, what would it be? 
VALLEY VIEW: 

Neighborhoods, accessibility, view, the schools. 

RIVERTON HEIGHTS: 
Convenient, •pen s pace, schools, NOT the taxes, weather , good 

area to live in, not too old, happy mix of people, monies, c~e. 

MARVISTA : 
Convenient, (between Seattle & Tacoma·), living near the water, 

woodsy, but not in the boondocks, not too dense., (rural atmosphere) 
I 

D'!s Moines: 
To·pogr aphy, Puget Sound, views in all directions (most often 

mentioned), convenience, the el ement a ry schools, va riety ( woods+ 
metropo~ itan a rea) 

NORTH HILL: 
Pres ervation of natural amenities, trees, schools. 

SHOREWOC1D: 
First of importance is the natural beautr of the a rea . ffecause 

of . the topography we have a unique variety o different types of 
characted . Highline unlike many such areas has creek~. It has 
beautiful scenery and a close proximity to Puget Sound. 

Even though we are fairly close to a metropolitian a rea we a re 
still secluded and 'retain a relaxed a tmosphere. Shopping is easier 
than most a reas. Ge~er~ lly it is a convenient place ~o live, espec­
ially where recreation i s concerned, as it is close· t o beach, 
mountains , f orrest, streams, and lakes, We like it and would like 
to keep it beautiful. 

HIGHLINE CO~~UNITY COLLEGE: 
The t a ll trees, generally can see the Olympics and the Sound, 

BUrien Library, Federal Way Library, views in all directions. 
Don 2t like the traffic · in Burien. 

' ' .. 
Quest i on # 2:. What kind of controls or regulations, if any, might 
be needed to keep or enhance the things you like best' 

VALLEY VIEW: 
Con~rols needed : r equirements f or safe wa lkways for historical 

roads, ~·'Iili tar/ Road i s oldest in Western Washington, Custer r ode 
it. Nelson ' s kaew someone else who had ridden it as a calva ry man. 
It should be disignated a historica l r oad afte r talking it over 
they didn't wa nt it widened but felt they did need sa f e paths 
along side . 

RIVERTON HEIGHTS: 

Wa \: ch dog the people who a r e running our community, business 
etc., controls don 't work unl ess we make them work, people should 



RIVERTON HEIGHTS: (response cont ) 
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es t abli sh controls and· see that t he y work . 

MARVISTA: 
Anti litter l aw, preservat:\on of green be l ts ( like i n Chicago ) 

by rJgulation (identify neighborhood parks , zoning ), the system 
doesn 't seem t oo open a nd s eems t hey don 't listen t o the ci~izen~) 
Poli cy has t o r eflect the plan. 

DES MOINES: 
Cont r ols on building heights so a_s not ob.st r uc t view, depending 

on t opogr a phy . Preserve op~n a nd woodsy spaces bhat a r e still her e 
need to identify those that should be saved because of them may 
be better used fo r other purposes , r equir e pre s ervation of vegetation 
or green belts in l ar g e devel opments , tho se who felt i t was a 
problem not bej •6 a pa rt of t he smal l city which. made decisions 
affe cting nearby r esidents felt t he y might need t o annex -to be 
abl e t o infulenc e the decisions , pr ovic i alism ca n be a problem 
but t here is a need f or r esidents t o work together , peopl e need t o 
become mor e awa r e . · 

NORTH HILL: 
Awarness, s ens i ti vi ty--people must want to be contr olled--- dollar 

factor is too important -- zoning should be on an inita tive basis 
(polls) 

SHOREWOOD: 
We s ti ll need clean- a ir contr ols . Polici es f or sewers and 

drainage t o keep our st r eams clean . Bui ldi ~g codes and/or zoning 
to r egulate dra inage . Perhaps an "impervi ous surface tax" would 
stimulate a ction . Need l ocal r eview and contr ol of pol i ci e s for 
deve l opment--a n expr es sion of the community. Per haps a Regiona l 
Office woul d act a s a cl earing house fo r loca l &overnmental di strict 
so l ocal citizenry would be informed and ha ve a voic e in decisions . 

HIGHLI NE CONLHUNITY COLLEGE: 
Building heights , (mentioned in Germany need a permit to cut 

down .q tree . ) bad use of @ 260th <-t nd 99 cutting a ll the trees on 
2 acres. Util iz e existing things rather than always tearing down 
(recycle buildings ), such as the new horror , t he Social Security 
building , when the y a r e so many empties . Problem of monet ary 
investors , should ' t be pena lized f~r good up- keep. Community 
government , pr obl em knowing a bout l ocAl leader s . 

Quest i on.-# 3·: 
A compr ehensive l and use plan is supposed t o r?sult from the 

Sea- Ta c Communities project . TNhat Are a ll the things you t hink 
should be consider ed i n such a l and usc plan? ( Consider e not only 
devel opment but t hings a bout the land itself ) 

VALLEY VIEW: 
3& 4, Thi ngs t o be considered: pr otection of r esidentia l a r eas 

l a ck of sewers not a lways bad because it prvents building , need 
conc entration r a ther tha n sca ttering of commericrtl a r eas , comme rica l 
a r eas should be near tra nsportation corrido rs and _not build new 
transporta tion corridors just t o hAve mor e commcrical . Don' t inter upt 
more r esident i al a r eas with a rt erials , 11se existing cor r i dors f or 
many pur-poses , preser ve some of the undevel oped ar ea for r-ec r eation 
Unique Ar ens such as r1cr·~icken- Va l l ey Vi ew should r ema in pr oteted 
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VALLEY VIEW: {response cont ) 
and ha s been because of its gcogrc:tphy . Needs saf e walk .. wa ys ; 

Noise ther e is not bad and drain~ge is OK . For industerial nea r 
the airport.. For additiona l multi .:-' family units \'TOuld prefer 
duplexes and tri- plexes . Really n~ed pcdestr ain overpasses over 
99 and l88th. County maybe should have se~erate policies f or diff er ent 
parts of the County. OK to have h ' gh buldings f rom l60th t o l80th 
becaus e of hill b~hind it but ple~ se , not on t he east side of 
Bow Lake , or up the hi l l towa rd Angle Lake. 

RIVERTON HEIGHTS: 
Don ' t pave under market gardens... What is going to happen to 

pri ve. te l and? Considere tri vate o·..mershi p , don' t zone us out . 
Balencc f or a community not a bertr oom type ) . recrea tionnl, ind­
usteria l , farms , r esid entia l , It i s i mportant t o be able t o work 
in OUR area . 
Can' t have one section f a rm, one s ection manuf ac turing etc. Can't 
be an a irport surrounded by housing . What good will i t be if they 
r a ise our property t axe s because of zoning so we ca n't afford our 
property . Tax a l and use NOW;; ; Can't guarantee future l annuse for 
tax purposes . 
What ' s pr oteced--be s el ective a bout a lterna tives . Peopls s i~uld be 
able to work a nd live where they want to , live a nd work in our 
own community--transpcr t ation convenience , etc . 
Zoning is not a ~aunt oe--it can change , we need a pla n ar r money 
to accomplish it . 
Planners ha ve to be i n direct contact with people of a rea , They 
don' t t ake into consideration th~ many f a cts of the l oca l ~ rea . 
Consider er on a block by block ~rca . It shouldn't cdst us for a 
planned community if f:verything i s in { sewer , ·.ya ter , power ) Taxes 
will vary with the ti~es . 

J'IARVISTA: . 
Farming {ne ed s ome examples i r. the community ) industry , s hopping 

cent ers , smal l business , r es idenc .s , conservation a r ea s f or wild­
life , schools and churche~ , trans portation, r ecreation . 

DES ~10INES: 
Access to WRter , p1. t hs or walk1\r~ys for :pcdestrains , n.::ttuTa l 

beaches, na turnl stre ~ms {don't alt er them) , schools , churche s 
libraries , police stations , water . scrwrs, Preserve the f l nvor 
of communiti es {uniqueness) even ~hough it ma y r.o t be the best 
idea of planning . 

NORTH HILL ~ 
Cluster ~igh density housing , P~kc sure vi sta and natur a l 

amenitiGs not destroyed . 

SHOREWOOD~ 
Peopl e as individua l or groups should be the sta ring p1int . 

Conservation-- input f: ~om a ll l evels of the community on a 
continueing basis . Pr~ scrvation ~ f nw~ural r esources nnd c ~rrection 
of dcgr.:tded .:t r eas . L'll d- usc planring wa s not a concern when the 
a r ea wa s developed , bt ilding was done strictly s elfish basl s . This 
ca n no l9nger be permi tted. 
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HIGHLINE CO~~UNITY COLLEGE: 
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Change shou1cl· he for necessity not just f or change . Aesthetics 
is functi ona l t e o . Tr~nsport~tion system--not f a ir to t his community 
to put nny more roa ds through this corridor . If more freight 
carrying needed put in a r a i l s omewhere . Interna lly need more east­
west r oads--need to know about the r onds'to Southcenter . Soil 
cha r a ceristics should b~ a priority ~nd determine pr oper use . 
Need fl exible controls--things need t o be divided on merit not JY 
category . 

QUESTION If 4: 
\~ich of the l and planning e l ements in # 2 should a lways 

be considered or have priority i n l nnd use pl a nning decisions . 

VALLEY VIEW : 
See # 3 

RIVERTON HEIGHTS: 
Needs of residents a l ready -t her e , 

beauty i t axe s , e l ectri c and te l ephone 
systems , popul ati on dens ity, s treets . 

MARVISTA: 

pr esent use of the l and , 
lines under ground , sewer 

Fee l like t r ying to surrvive ammongst the freeway and the 
airport , mass transporati on needed , ( on central subwa y) , need to 
know where the South end of 509 will go , favor its extension . most 
of the r oads a re pretty good but some pr etty bad, need wa lkways and 
bicycle ways , tennis cours t , picnic areas , community parks , s ome 
disagre e with putting the pool a t Mt Ra i nier because of the nois e . 
The school should be coordinated • One t hought i ndustry poor , but 
rest wa nted pres ent ba ] •mce , diver sification--any new indust~: 
should only be in most imporved area . Health facilities good . variety 

Des Moines: 
Consider the value of the l and itself a l so the effec ts of land 

use upon the land itself . Progress doesn' t have to be a maligency 
Should have a choice of pla ces with mixed used as well as well 
defined di ~tricts . In some ways need t o preserve residential 
char acter . 

NORTH HILL: 
Sound proofing regulations on new cons tuction , controls enforced 

SHOREWOOD : 
People--economics- - t ax base . Wha t i s the impac t on the individua l 

property owner? A citizen's fourm or community council should 
consi der each project f or its va rious a s pect s- - pollution--environmenta l 
irretrievability--preservation (shor elines , etc) 

HIGHLINE COJ'vTI\.1UNITY COLLEGE: 
Liked of the ides of the air port and its ar ea as the convenient 

core of the community a nd radiatt in rings from that with di fferent 
uses r a ther tha n present strip communities now . 
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COMHUNITY PLANNING--A GAME? 

Questi on # 5 
Who do you think does the planning in this community? (Consider a ll 
kinds, not just land-use: transportation: buildi ng design , advertising 
controls , public service f acilities, housing , recreation, educa tion, 
employment , etc . ) vfu er e i s the best pl anning done? By whom? 

VALLEY VIEW ~ 
Who does planning: s ome idiot ~orne place ; big money; down a t the 

county building; the port; som~ real estate devel1per --it s pi ece 
mea l . The old county plan for a rea around Tyee was never i mpl emented 
a nd it was a good one . The schools a r e an exampl e of pretty good 
planning but have made s ome mistakes . 

RIVERTON HEIGHTS : (9 u~:-5 TI ON r:r ~) 
County planning and zoning should provide a plan to be f ol l owed 

by a ll . Bui lding for tcta l of business , r e s idents etc . There should 
be a n enfo r cement of r equirements when establ ished---Pla nning l imi­
t ations lets try it . 

MARVISTA: 
Business gets what it wants first (developer s ) , voter s (Burien 

incorperation f a ilures) , county att emps too , the highwa y does , 
t he little cit i es , r e tirement homes; nobody-- - maybe but we don "t 
know about it . Don ' t know who t o tak to , who t o bel eive . 

Des Moines: 
Planner s: (no r esponse ) 

NORTH HILL : 
The guy spending the money a nd making the profit i s the pJanner . 

Builders do planning- - t o many singl e purpose planners . Port and 
County together could be eff ective but only one agency(county) 
should be r esponsibl e . 

SHOREWOOD: 
Planning is uncoordinated wi t h no i nter agenc y coope r ation. 

The devel ope r who devel opes a n a r ea does t he major planning . Some 
of the best planning in the a r ea has happened as a result of the 
a irport . Libra ry i s beaut ifully planned . tmTRO system i s much be tter 
approach t o pl a nning than priva t e . Burien Beautification mentioned 

as a case of good pl anning . Replanning of Seahurs t Bec.ch example of 
the good . 

HIGHLINE COMI'iUNITY COLLTI:GE: 
King County Library Sys tem group sees a dirth of pl a nning . 

Groups like thi s ca n help--t her e needs t o be mor e of it . 

Question # 6: 
How should the different kinds of pla nning and r egula tion be 
coordinc1.ted? 

VALLEY VIEW: 
Thor ough r eview of r esidentia l a r eaE in trouble ; the r e s h~uld 

be one coo r dinating agency; county should t0ke the lead; speaking of 
coordin:-t tion it would be ideal to hn. ve a bus a long Milita ry Rond 
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C O~~~UNITY PLANNING--A GAME? 

VALLEY VIEW: (response cont) 
but when they add ~ r oute people don' t ride because they don't 
know a bout it . Ther e should be a l aw tha t require~ j uri sdictions 
t o consult each other. 

RIVERTON HEIGHTS: 
Someone who King County Planning & zoning 

School districts . 

MARVISTA: "·. · 

Educa tion of citizens through progr ams of this nnture , so 
people can be part of tho pl anning-- t hey can f orce coordin~tion . 

DES ~WINES : 
How t o coordinat e~ energy shortnge ma y he l p the- <community 

by cutting the number of a irline flights , encour~ge wa lking 
leading to the mor e convenient ~rea s . PSGC hns s ome coordinating 
effect, we somet imes need n regiona l overview. An ombudsma n or 
someone who nt l ea s t keeps tra ck of <lll the plans and deve l opment 
(monit oring) . Proj ects of gr eater na ture th~n loc~l i mpact · 
should r equire more than one jurisdiction to OK. Spirit of 
coor ~ration is essenti al. 

NORTH HILL: c 

Should be continueing community invol vement by citizens--a 
continous orgnnizntion to s erve communi ty needs--Por t of Sen.ttle 
a nd County nr e pa rtne r s f or one year~..:;county should t a ke the l ead ~ : 
as they r e pre se nt the people . 

SHOREWOOD~ 
Thr ough el ec t ed offica l s •. Ther e hls t o b ~ a ccountability--a 

del eg<lt i on of responsibility . Citizen w~ tch-dogging of gover nmantal 
plnnning de pa rtments ~nd exerci sing pressur e when needed . Possi bly 
could be through a community counc i l . 

HIGHLI NW c m1:'UNITY COLLEGE: 
Should be coordina ted . Need some inter gover nmenta l people 

to monitor things--need mor e r equirements t o notify people . 

Questi on # T 
Of the suggestions made by t he group f or impr ovement , which would 
be the most f ea sibl e ? The most di£ficult? The most i mportant? 

VALLEY VIEW: 
Coordina ti on: Most difficul t : Coordino. tion! <· Most importnnt : Coordinntion 

RIVERTON HEIGHTS: 
Ther e shou~d be lim t s f or number of r esidences , nprtments , 

business , etc . that can be built in an a r ea . Miller Creek dr a inage 
problems prove it . SAVE OUR TAVERNS . Wh0 t ca n we do t o make t he 
dicisi on makers lo ok <l t us and our pl~ns? Ca n the county come 
ba ck l~ter a nd bl~rne us for our PLAN if it f a ils? 
The peopl e who l ook a t property for zoning , who a ppoints them? 
Competitive swimming poo l s like little league ic:o healthy- - We need 
a swimming pool in the:: nren l ar ge enough for thi s ( 50 yrt rci pool ) 
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Question # 7 (c ont} 

MARVISTA ~ 
COORDI NATION: 

DES MOINES : 
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COHHUNITY FLANNI NG--A GAME? 

CoordinGt i on , mos t important, the nei ghborhoods: We don ' t want 
to l eave ; ther i s no escape anymor e t o ~nother arc ~ ( one pers on ' s 
r etirement proper ty i s now threatned by t he Trident b~ se ) wu must 
pr eserve nnd i mprove wha t we ha ve r i ght her e . How l ong c~n you 
ke ep running? 

Nl ~RHTHILL ~ 
Community i nvolvement , consolicta ti on of services , publi c 

a ttitude . 

SHOREWOOD: 
Del egation of r esponsibility would be most dif ficul t, Ci t izen 

council most fea sible . Implementation of meaningf ul "Environmental 
Impact Statement's shoul d be required . 

HIGHLINE COMMUNITY COLLEGE: 
Inf ormation dissemin~ ti on, communi ty i nvolveme nt . 


