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Proposal for airport on Eastside pops up again 
by Charles Brown 
Times suburban reporter 

EAST KING COUNTY - After 
more than a year o[ dormancy, 
the specter of a new small-craft 
airport somewhere on the East
side has surfaced again. 

Revived by the Federal Avi
ation Administration, the airport 
proposal is being looked at by the 
state Department of Transporta
tion's aeronautics division, county 
planners and Port of Seattle 
officials. 

A Washington Airport Systems 
Plan has determined a need for 
eight new general-aviation air
ports in the Puget Sound region by 
the year 2000. 

And from the state's point of 
view, one of those airports is need
ed on the Eastside to fill a de
mand for aviation facilities, 
caused in part by closure of the 
Bellevue Airfield and encroach· 
ment on other regional airports. 

William H. Hamilton, assistant 
secretary for state aeronautics, 
emphasized that a new airport on 
the Eastside is still in the proposal 
stage. · 

"Nothing is concrete yet," he 
said. "We are merely talking in 
concepts at this point." 

He also acknowledged that'the 
airport idea has received an un
friendly reception by some East
side residents, who "do not want 
to see an airport in their 
backyards." 

Hamilton and representatives 
from the F.A.A., county and Pmt 
have fonned a task force to deter
mine how the airport could be im· 
plememed and financed, and 
where it ultimately shou!d be 
located. 

Out of an area which reaches 
from Arlington, Snohomish Coun
ty, to north of Interstate 90, the 
task force has pinpointed three 
sites in the Snoqualmie Falls-Fall 
City area. 

Those sites, Hamilton said, are 
away from densely populated resi
dential areas, are privately· 
owned, and would provide '"t':e 

perfect environment" for an air
port to relieve general aviation 
congt'stion rn Seattle-Tacoma ln
tenmr •on;,oi Airport, and other 
smaller mrpons in the area. 

The Port, the countv and the 
state h:JVe exnres~ed interest in 
the proj·::ct, Hamilton said, and 
the F.r\.A. said it will pay up to 80 
per cent of the estimated S4.5 mil
lion cost of construction of such a 
facility. 

The F.A.A. also said it would 
pay up to 80 per cent of the cost of 
compiling a new study to select 
the best Eastside site from among 
the three al!·eady nominated. 

F.A.A. officials suggested in the 
e:::rlv l970s that there should be a 
new· air-pon on the Eastside for 

generol aviation and training pur
poses. But the proposal was met 
with opposition from community 
clubs and residellts. 

An Eastside Aviation Study 
team condu..:ted a feasibility 
sn:dy, looking at several exisiting 
airports and other undeveloped 
sites. 

"But the studv was shelved 
when it was met 1vith opposition," 
Hamilton said. 

According to Dave Warmuth, a 
Port spokesman, the Port will ac
cept vrime sponsorship of the pro
ject if tl1e county "does its part" 
through land-use planning. 

The task force has asked county 
planners to compile an overview 

of the airport issue for presenta
tion to the County Council. 

County Councilman Bruce 
Laing, chairman of the county's 
Growlh Management Committee, 
said the committee considered the 
issue at a recent meeting and ap
proved a resolution calling for 
county cooperation in the study. 

One of rhe primary purposes of 
a new airport, Hamilton said, 
would be· to remove general avi
ation and light aircraft congestion 
from Sea-Tac, which the F.A.A. 
classifies as an air-carrier airport 
for commercial use. 

An Eastside airport would be 
dr~signated primarily for general 
aviation, Hamilton said, but he 

hopes that it also could be desig
nated as a "reliever" airport in or
der to qualify for more federal 
funding. 

Airports are funded by the 
F.A.A. according to four classifi
cations: air· carrier, commuter, 
reliever and general aviation. 

The Eastside Aviation Study, 
Hamilton said, determined a seri· 
ous need for a new airport to ac
commodate the . ever-increasing 
demand fGr aviation facilities on 
thE! Eastside.-

Harnilton said several miscon
ceptions have caused public oppo
sition to the proposal. 

One misconception, he said, was 
that public tax funds would be 
used to .construct a new airport 
for a select group of pleasure 
flyers. 

"That is simply not true," he 
said. 

The state agency derives its 
money from a 2-cents-a-gallon air
craft fuel-tax paid only by general
aviation aircraft users and from a 
$3 registration fee paid by-all ac
tive pilots in the state, he· 
explained. 

added, the agency has estimated 
there will be 12,500 aircraft and 
50,000 pilots. 

"We haven't been building air
ports to keep up with the growth," 
he said, "and if we don't, we will 
see more congestion around sur-
viving airfields." . 

The county, which has not ex
pressed intentions to put any mon
ey into the project, has jurisdic
tion over land-use planning and 
zoning in the unincorpQrated area. 

"If everything went like clock
work with absolutely no ·opposi· 
tion, we'd be looking at a mini
mum of two years before anybody . 
tried ~o level any property," Ham-· 
ilton said. "And it would be at 
least four years before the facility 
would be ready for use. 

"But what's going to happen in 
the near ruture, "he added, "is 
more study and more discussion." . 
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by Cathy Reiner 
south Times bureau 

SOUTH KI?\'G COUNTY 
While some Eastside residents are 
talking of "grounding" any plans 
for a new general-aviation airport 
in their communities, many resi
dents of South King County, home 
of Seattle-Tacoma inremationul 
Airport, Boeing Field, Renton In· 
temational Airport and several 
smaller airfields are saying: "It's 
about time." 

"Nobody WANTS an airpon i:~ 
his backyard," said Mayor Lor· 
raine Hine of Des Moines. "But in 
South King Couniy we've alv;ays 
lived in the shadow of airports and 
planes and there seem to be more 
planes all the time." 

Mayor Hine said the smaller 
general-aviation planes are be
coming a real hazard competing 
for air space with the large jets. 
"Every additional plane coming 
into or out of Sea-Tac increases 
the chances of a San Diego-style 
collision of a small plane and a 
large jet. 

"Obviously more people are 
flying, more compames have 
small corporate planes and more 
general-aviation airports are need
ed to accommodate them. You 
have to look at where the planes 
are flying - many Eastside com· 
panies and individuals are flving 
in and out of Sea-Tac when they 
should have their own airport on 
the Eastside." 

Pauline Conradi, a member of 
the Westside Residential Commu
nity. a neighborhoCJd directly west 
of the airport and just under the 
flight paths of many general-avi
ation planes, agreed. 

"The main issue 1s the mix of 
small and large planes. The Fed
eral A\'iation Administration isn't 
happy about the mix, no one is. It 

SOUTH KING 
thing is bound to happen. 

"But until there are more air
ports for the smaller planes, the 
planes have no place to go." 

Airpnrts are like garbage 
dumps. prisons and freeways, she 
added. "Everyone agrees we need 
more, but 'not in my backyard.' 

"We have always had it in our 
backyard. High!ine has had t11e 
airoort for ~G •..-ears. We know the 
big jets are ne"ver going away, but 
· ·e'd like lD see ocher parts of the 
ccu:1tv shoulder and share some of 
:he resprmsibility for the smaller 
Dlar.es. There is a great need for 
IT:ore aimorts and one should defi
niLely gCl. on the Eastside." 

[)cttie Harper, past president of 
the Highline Community Council 
and a longtime resident of the air
pan are;~, said ii Eastsiders use 
a;r.:>ons they should have airports. 

"If they want to reap the bene
fits of Rn airport, if they want to 
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Dc·•m!own Renton 

fly, they should share the prob
lems. Ea;;tsiders drive <iur roads, 
pollute our air and endanger our 
very livt.:s coming to Sea-Tac. 

"Then they sl'.out and cry .if any
one suggests they share in the 
problems gener.:tl aviation cre
ates. Ob\·iously an airport's not 
desirable, llut Highline has more 
than had its share. With t11e grow
ing usE: of small planes we want to 
make sure someone else share~ 
the rt'sponslhilities." 

All thn:e women stressed that if 
a nev; airport is built, particular 
attention should be paid to exten
sive prep!anning. 

"No site will be perfect, any 
site wi\1 adverselv affect some
one," Hine said. ''But the airport 
should go into an area where it 
wHl i12.ve tl1e least effect, and 

r-· 

strict covenants should be made 
so that nearby land uses will be 
compatible. 

"For example, all development 
that springs up around and be
cause of the airport shouLd have 
adequate soundproofing. There 
sh?uld be design~ted clear zones, 
nmse zones - With all the prob
lems the Port of Seattle has had 
around Sea-Tac, hopefully many 
can be dealt with before a new 
airport is built." 
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