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$11 million

By JACK HAUPTLI

Associate City Editor

The talk around city desk
was about the early days at
Seattle-Tacoma Airport,

“T covered the dedica-
tion,” I chimed in, “It was
on a Saturday afternoon, I
was on the night shift, and
Larry Dion and I were Idte
getting there.”

“Good pronounced Lane
Smith, city editor. ‘““You can
write a piece for the air-
port’s 25th-anniversary sec-
tion.”

“It couldn’t
that long ago,”
But it was.
The Times information
bureau sent me a copy of
my article from the July 10,

1949, Sunday Times.

“Puget Sound’s $11,-
000,000 new gateway to
the world, the Seattle-
Tacoma International
dirpori, officially took
its place on the map yes-
terday at colorful dedi-
catory ceremonies,” the
article began.

Eleven million, that’s
all? Bul they were 1949
millions.

have been
1 protested.

ago,

“4 crowd estimated
by
30,000 jammed inta the
Bow Lake field to watch
the ceremonies and view
the giant airliners that
will fly from its wide
concretle runways,
bound for all pnrls of
the world.”

Who calis. it Bow Lake
anymore? Giant airliners
like Western’s Convairs and
Northwest’s Martins, both
with "D. B. Cooper-style
dropping steps from the fu-
selage. And Douglas DC-ds
and DC-6s.

“*Today we hecome a
dynamic world venter,
and we are justly
proud? proclaimed Gav.
Arthur B. Langlie in
dedicating the field.”

Langlie had begun the sec-
ond of his three terms six
months earlier. It’s now al-
most eight years since he
died.

“The airport operated
by the Port of Seatile
received a thundering
salute from precise for-
malions lir Force

state patrolmen at’

sounded so sfra’rospherlc in 1949 ..

and Navy plunes which
swooped Imv in pawmg
in review .

Larry Dlon. then, as now,

“a Times photographer, and

1 were still driving out on
the Seattle-Tacoma - High-
way when they flew by.
“Ice-cream and soft-
drink  salesmen did «a
land-office business as a
hot sun beat ~down on
the ¢rowd gathered
around the $3,000,000
terminal  and adminis-
tration building.”

Three million? I guess
that was an impressive sum
to toss into the articte, How
much did the modernization

project cost again? I re-

member it was a hot- day.
The speakers were on an
open balcony - facing - the
runway, the balcony that
got swallowed up in the re:
modelmg
“Speakers on
flag-decked baleony pau!

glowing tribute ta the .

field, ~many
the phrase,
come “true)
map flugh B.

repe«lmg
‘4 dream
Congress-
1! i lchell

Larry Dion took this picture during tha dedication ceremonies 25 years

the‘

;

declared, ‘I cun say on
the basis of experience
on lwo conlinents, you
have the finest_facilities

here of any airport m —

the world®>”

Mltchell served in

was - in_ the first of . “twp
terms .in the House, He
challenged Langhe far goy-
ernor in 1952,
business here
Other ".speakers’ mc]uded
william F. Deyin, Seatle’s
wiayer From 1042 ta 1863 and

50w an attorney, and C, Val.

Fawcett, mayar of Tacoma
frollg 1946 t 1950 He dled
m n. .

¥4 fter- lhp fo rmal '.
dedication Northwast.:
Airlines® first Boaj u’! 2

Stratocruiser, a

named ngnltle-Tacome, '

was_christened by Mrsy
William - M, Allen, wife
of -the president of . the
Boéing Airplnue Com-
pany,

“Mrs, .»ﬂlen ehristenerd )

the plane by dousing on

its nese -a. champagne

bueket filled with water

“flown from Ching, Ja- |
. pan, Hawaii, 4laska, Ko-

rea and the Philippines.”

“Gaily epstumed girls

Jropy the, lhaluul fands,
and- an ﬂmhun girl,
swelfering in-a fur par-
ka, filled the’ bucket
with  bottles "of water.
flown here with them.

Another. clipping . men-

“ tianed :that the water from-
- Japan was. scooped out of
the moat , ground the Impe-‘

rial Palace — and the water
from Alaska- was charged

water” from an Anchorage'| .
= .bar. : :

The Stratocruiser um-

,doubtedly was the “biggest

giant alrliner on the field
that day.— fojr 3,300-horse-
power Ps‘att & Wiutney en-
gines, a cruising speed of
300 miles an hoyjr, 110 feet 4
inches long with a wmc

" span of 141 feet 3 inches, a

lower-deck lounge, raom for

+ 50 to more than 100 passen-

8Ers.

By June, 1954, the Strato~
cruiser Seattle” Tacoma had
flown 3 million miles and
had carried 150,000 passen-
gers. It was one.of the 56
Stratocruisers Boeing built
from 1947 to 1949.

Northwest was the last
airline to phase ouf the
Stratocruisers, - the last
flight going frnm New York
to Minneapolis-St. Paul an
September-19, 1960.

Dion.and T- have one more

vwxd memory of the airport |

Mary Blake,

the .. -
. Senate in 1845-46, then lost | "
to Harry Cain, In 1949 he |

then went lntn ;

~ United Air Lines’ public- -

relations representative then
and now, linad yp a DC-,
as we remember’ it, for a
press: msht Aver. the fleld

We swooped  and - banked ©

‘sharply as Dion with his 4
by-6 Speed Graphic phota:. .

rahhed the 83 milliop ter- -
ﬁ]lﬁa th: cmwd lhe

par}sed planes and all the
- parked cars..

-Bonnie  Schmid. in" The
Times phota lah looked and
ooked for the negguves o;

: Janpers

Dlons plctures taken that
day, finally. finding - them
fijed under “Bow Lake.” -
Twen&;jixv
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WITS
FREIGHT

industries,
warldwide gommuni

and soon Vald
Wi

demgnated aj
1 in the 49th slafe.

Wils isi

Wits is all-ready
shipment expednmc

at four pipeline supply-paints— -
i Anchorage, . Fal(banks, Prudhoe Bay,

agd in Alaska as the
reight forwarder for
the entire British’ Pe;roleum opeyration

Wits is all-ready with cne-
day Saattle -to:North Slope

\ air d&llvery, reduced day-
5 light-savings shlpmenl

R ,and- reserved air -

Cargo space.

all-ready with company

ye

- ALL-READY
IN ALASKA

Wits is all-ready in A1aska with-a
freight forwarding systém designed
- expressly to meet the requlrements
of the pelroleum and construction -

fcr Alaskan receivmg points, with

. break-bulk sepvice, and with more .
offices in the state than any other -

- forwardar to.assure fast and efnment

movement of your shipments.

wnh axcluslva
slations and*"
calions facllmes

trucks at each-Alaska station to

speed delivery 1 pi

ipeline job sites,

and for rusty orders to remote sites
‘Wits has on-call hehcopter delivery.

l-ready with Alaskan .

Custnmhouée Brokerage service, = .
wnh eslablished door-lo door Ianffs‘ ‘

‘So for absolute air cargo contro}
from anywhare in tha world to any-.
. where.in Alaska, call Wits, the only
. air forwarder all-ready In Alaska.
. For pickup in Seattle,
. phone 246-8150.

~WITS AIR FREIGHT

All-ready in Alaska.
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Leave Arrive Western fliss half again as many jeis éaﬂy to Ancnorag" ‘Leave Amve =
Seatile/Tacoma: Anchorage: as any other airline—47 nonstops each wesk.. - A Anchoyage Saatﬂ e/ Tacoma: =
7:10 am. 8:25 am. Nonstop ]rlcludmgaﬂmﬂy ng}'t Coach thatear save you$18,16 920 am. 220 p.am, Nonstop :”?T: [
11:20 am. 12:35 p1n. NOHStOp lAcr?da%}\limd $23 211 n FII-’St Clags. ’ 1118 am. 4- ]_5 pm Nons’[op —— %
(DCI0 estarn is the om‘y airline that gw&i Fhst Class v " (Ex. Toe, Sat) =
Spaceship) Legspace to every passenger en evem,r flight. And offers 635 omm Nonsto;; =
1230 pm. 1:48pm Nonstop Champagne 19 every adult with meals or snacks. - P "OCI0 =
145pm. 300 pm. Nonstop Next time to Anchorage, remember Western's got yeu Sooenctic) =
450pm. 605 pm. Nonstop going and coming. TR o, Nonstop =
645pm:  800pm. Nonstop 9pm. Nonstop =
| (. Mon, i) pn. Nonstop =
928pm.  10:40 pm. Nonstop " as, Nonstop =
OC-10 : . C-10 : , . %
nght Ceach) u HaygilAlaskll nada/m USAIMexzco Night CO&Ch) | E .
Your Travel Ag-nt lmgwr-m you mt tq ﬂy AT . o EELT
Western. Grcaﬁuséf@%zll‘.’iﬁtmn’hekecefﬁcsd' - T - =7
at 1339 Bourth Avenug. In Tacoma, @H 927 VG Cea =
] - .
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