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Regional Commission
oIl Airport Affairs
tlr XX aIr IrA

801 S.W. 174th St

Normandy Park, WA 98166
(206) 24&7603

I RCAA ENDORSING
ORGANIZATIONS

Airport Noise Action Council

Aircraft Noise CoalitionI
I

January 28, 1993

Aircraft Noise Group

Beverly Park Community Club

Bro\\’n's Point Improvement Club

Citizen's Ad-Hoc Committee Dear Members Transportation Policy and Executive Board:

I
Citizens to Save Puget Sound

Citizens Alternatives to

Sea-Tac Expansion

City of Burien

City of Des Moines

City of Normandy Park

City of Tukwila

Communities Against Noise
- Beacon Hill

We are pleased to, once again, provide you with the work of our
RC AA consultants.

I We have presented, over the course of three weeks, three volumes of
material for your consideration. We will conclude next week, with a
final compilation of all related material for your review.

I
I

Friends of Lincoln Park
Community Council

Greater Des Moines
Chamber of Commerce

RC AA has spent its limited resources on consultants and other
research specialists to offer you new independent data to help you
reach a decision about how to best maintain air capacity for the Puget
Sound region.HaIIer Lake Community Club

The Highline Community Council

Highline Hospital District

Highline School District

Highline Community College

Hurstwood Community Club

Lakewood /Seward Park
Community Club

I LI

We invite you to call upon our consultants with any questions
regarding their work.

I
I

Best regards,

Montlake Community Club

Mt. Baker Community Club

North Hill Community Club

Ocean View Community Beach Club

Portage Bay / Roanoke Park
Community Council

Ravenna-Bryant
Community AsSociation

James T. Murphy

I
I
I

Redondo Community Club

Salmon Creek Community Council

Seahurst Community Club

Seattle Citizens For Quality Living

Shorewood Community Council
Southeast Area Action CouncilI

Wesley Terrace Center

White Center Chamber of Commerce

WAAR

I
I

White Center Ad Hoc Committee

White Center Youth Task Force

834 M 11
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OFFICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP

I

ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE
910 MARION STREET

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 981 Q4

{206) 3824373

October 19, 1992

Mr. Jotln C. Schuster
Pr{ncipa1, Kennedy High School
]40 S. 140th Street
Seattle, Washington 98168

Dear Mr. Schuster,

I haYe received your letter regardIng the efforts of yourse1 f , Father
Phi1 ip D. t/al lace, pastor of St. Francis of AssIsI ParIsh, and
members of your respective conlnlunit ies to address the proposed
devolopnlent of a tllird runway at Sea-Tac ]nternat{ona1 AIrport. I
fu11y support these efforts.

Wllile I cannot conllnent on the partlcular d{rnensions of a1 ] the Issues
raised by members of your comlnunlty, the Archdiocese does }lave four
concerns it shares wIth you.

First, the ArchdIocese fee1 s a specIa1 concern for people 1 n the
conlnlun i ty for whl cII we take dl Feet respons jb{ 1 Ity. I am thInkIng
here of ch11dt’en wIIO attend our schoo1 s and resIdents of housIng
projects tye have developed. You and I must speak out for theIr
interests.' They nlust not be subjected unnecessar{ly to the noIse,
d{srupt ion and po11 utlion attendant on the proposed developnlent. The
Port DistrIct nlust be a11owed to proceed only if the protectIon of
those people dlrectly impacted is provided for as a matter of first
priority. It is unjust if these people are taken care of after the
fact and only after prolonged struggle.

Secondly, justice does requIre mitigation and fu11 compensatIon
for rea1 losses . Such compensation must be swift and sure. S1 ow and
begrudging compensatIon procedures can become in themse1 ves a
violatlon of tllis respons Ib{1 Ity. The record on prevIous airport
expanslons does not glve much encouragement on thIs score.

Ttlirdly, we IIave a concern that everybody affected by this
decIsion be accorded their right to participate. Given the broad
llnpacts of the decisions involved, we belleve that these decIsIons
are beyond the scope of the mandate and public accountability of the
Port DistrIct. Other, more representative governnlenta1 institutions,
nlust be I'nvolved and should be the primary decIsIon maker.

Flna11y, tIle decisIons nlade regarding thIs project must not be
sinIply for the good of the c1 {ents of the Port District, it nlust be
for the comnton good. Thls is, of course, a centra1 tenet of Catho1 jc
socia1 teaching. On this issue, as any other, we must collect{vely
come to a decisIon whIch takes into account a11 those affected
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Slncerely yours in Christ j

'h„M„JAM
Thomas J. Murphy
ArcJlbistlop of Sedttle
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John F. Kennedy MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL
140 SOUTH 140th, SEATTLE. WASHINGTON 98168'3496
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October 20, 1992

STATEMENT OF JOHN C. SCHUSTER, PRINCIPAL OF JOHN F. KENNEDY MEMORIAL HIGH
SCHOOL CONTINUED

As for my concerns, I have been a hlgh schoo1 teacher and administrator for 25
years. ThIs is my 16th year as a h19h schoo1 prlnc{pa1. 1 love my job
because in spIte of what you mlght read about teenagers, the vast majority are
respons{ble, carlng and talented young men and women. They are our future and
from where I stand, the future is bright.

Governmenta11y, however, we sometimes throw up roadblocks that make teaching
them more d{fflcult than is necessary. The proposed runway at Sea-Tac wi 11
make it more dlfflcu it because of Increased noise, po11ution and dlsruptlon of
ne i ghborhoods .

Presently, Kennedy, H{gh11ne, Tyee, Foster, Seattle Chrlstlan, and Mount
RaInIer HIgh Schools are d jrectly Impacted by airport noIse along with
numerous elementary schools and junior hIghs, both publlc and prIvate. I do
not thlnk that the plan before you today wi 11 be adequate for the future of
aIr transportatIon in our area. Why not accept that fact and make a declslon
to bu11d an add{tlona1 alrport:: away from populated areas. Connect it to
Seattle wIth hIgh speed rai 1 servlce. Demonstrate to our young people and the
H{gh1 {ne communIty that you are concerned about their future as much as you
are about the future of aIr transportation

Schuster
Princlpa1
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AREAS OF EXPERTISE

Environmental Checklists/EIS ' s
Engineering/Permit Assistance
Air /Noise/ Traffic Analysis
Storm Drainage Systems

EXPERIENCE

28 Years

EDUCATION

B .S . Chemistry
Seattle Pacific College

M.S. Forestry
University of Washington

REGISTRATION

Civil Engineer – Washington

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATION

Air and Waste Management Ass'n

National Association of
Environmental Professionals

PUBLICATIONS

Automated Data Handling for
Small Authorities, 1971

Problems Encountered by Small
Authorities in Implementing
Diffusion Modeling, 1972

Modeling Indirect Sources –
Determining the Parameters,
1974

Technical Presentations : To
Enlighten or Obscure, 1977

Environmental Requirements and
Their Impact on a Surface Mine,
1977

Indoor Air Pollution: Treating
the Symptoms or Curing the
Problem, 1989

Environmental Analyst

During the past twenty-eight years Mr Nelson
has been involved in several areas of
environmental analysis . For the past nine
years Mr Nelson has been self –employed and
has been conducting air quality, noise, water
traffic and storm drainage analysis, and
general environmental services (Checklists
and Environmental Impact Statements ) for a
variety of private and public clients . He has
developed an inexpensive method of stormwater
control for homes and small business using
landscaping and sand and gravel flow control.

Prior to that Mr Nelson spent twelve years
as an environmental analyst for two
consulting firms. During the past twenty–one
years he has partIcipated in over 300
environmental studies under the National and
Washington State Environmental Policy Acts .
Responsibilities included air quality
analysis, noise analysis, other technical
analysis, general project management ,
proposal preparation, budgeting and
scheduling, and client and agency liaison.
Projects included residential, industrial and
commercial development, roads, comprehensive
plans , parks and surface mines . Follow–up
work often included presentations and
attendance at public hearings and permit
acquisition for the project.

Mr Nelson was also employed for five years
with an air pollution control agency.
Responsibilities included industry source
registration, the emission inventory, the air
monitoring and data handling programs, and
construction and supervision of the authority
lab. Prior to that he spent two years with a
forest products company conducting original
research in organic chemistry relating to the
utilization of tree and pulp waste.

Volunteer activities include over 30 years
involvement (two as president) with the
Mountaineers, and 11, 000 member outdoor club.
He has also served on numerous volunteer
committees for schools, counties and the
State. He presently serves on the Citizens
Water Quality Advisory Committee to METRO,
and the Washington State Winter Recreation
Commission. He has also been a soccer referee
since 1978. He is presently involved in area
youth soccer officiating and assigning, and
is responsible for the distribution of over
1500 officiating assignments each year.
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I INTRODUCTION

The flight plan project FEIS proposes to institute capacity
improvements at Sea–Tac International Airport between now and 2020 .
The proposed alternatives to achieve flight system improvements areI

I
I
I
I

1)
2)
3)
4)

a broad system management plan .

a dependent third runway at Sea–Tac .

capacity relief incorporating other airports
no–action

This noise analysis focuses primarily on the existing and future
noise impacts at Sea–Tac airport (alternatives 2 and 4 ) , their
presentation in the EIS and any deficiencies in the noise analysis .

It should be noted that alternative impacts cannot be properly
evaluated unless the existing conditions are accurately described .

This analysis incorporates by reference the January 10 , 1993
testimony of James Chalupnik related to noise descriptors and
regulations .

I
I

FEIS DEFICIENCIES

Deficiency #1
•

IP The existing noise conditions in the vicinity of
Sea–Tac airport have been underestimated .

In December 1992 , the Regional Commission on Airport Affairs (RCAA) ,
of which the City of Federal Way is a member, undertook a study to
evaluate existing noise conditions in the vicinity of Sea–Tac
Airport . Noise levels were monitored at five sites , plus a remote
site , over six week period from December 1, 1992 to January 7 , 1993 .
Noise levels were monitored for a 24 hour period at each site between
1 PM Tuesday and 1 PM Wednesday , except for the remote site . One site
was monitored twice . Additionally, each aircraft event was noted, and
the noise levels were recorded on a chart recorder . The complete data
summaries for all the monitoring sites are attached to this analysis .

I
I
I
I

Table 1 summarizes the Ldn noise levels taken at each of the
monitoring sites over each 24 hour period .

Table I
LcIn Noise Levels Near Sea–Tac Airport

I
I
I
I
I

Date Location
No of Aircf t
Operations

Ldn
dBA

' Average ' t
Operatlns

Av Ldntt
dBA

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Jan

1/2 '92
8/9 '92
15/16 '92
22/23 '92
29/30 ' 92
5/6 '93

8192 & 8S
SW162 & 9SW
S308 & 23S
S248 & 135
S186 & 4S
S192 & 8S

855
788
782 (391X2)
774 . (387X2 )
759
733

71.8
59.8
68.3
68.3
69 . 8
71.3

970
970
970
970
970
970

72.2
60.7
69.2
69.3
70.8
72.7

t Average operations (arrivals and departures ) were derived from

.-1 d' I=':CP.-_
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page 2–4 of the FEIS . Operations are increasing at the rate_. of
appro.,,,.imately 8000/year . Therefore 338 , 600 operations in 1991, is
exbected to increase to 354 , 000 operations in 1993 . 354 , 000/365 =
970 average daily operations .

++ The average Lan noise level was derived from the acoustical energy
generated by the daily aircraft operations . e . g . the total
acoustical energy generated by aircraft operations is proportional
to the number of operations . Data collected at S192 & 85 appears
to confirm this within 0.3 dB . The Ldn for the two days at 5192 &
85 is estimated at 72.5 dBA .

I
1

I
I
I

The FEIS does not include ( See Appendix C – FEIS ) a map of the
existing noise contours . Based on the data shown in Table 1 and the
attached data summaries , the existing noise contours are estimated
using a 1990 noise contour working draft map ( the only one available
to me) . The 24 X 36 map is attached . The existing noise contours
have been modified to reflect, the data shown in Table I . The
monitoring locations and the Lcin noise levels based on ' average '

daily aircraft operations are shown . The 1990 noise contours are
modified (dashed lines ) to show the existing ( 1993 ) noise contours
based on the collected noise <Iata . As shown, the existing noise
contours west and south of Sea–Tac airport are wider and longer thandescribed in the rEis . It can be surmised that the noise contours
north and east of Sea–Tac airport are similarly affected .

This means that the area and population impacts described in the FEIS
under the various flight plan alternatives are greater than
predicted in the FEIS . Tables 4–1, 4–2 , 4–3 and 4–4 incorrectly
portray the existing population and the area impacted by aircraft
noise, underestirnatling them significantly . Therefore, the predicted
impacts of the flight plan alternatives are similarly underestimated .
The noise study should be redone to provide a more realistic
appraisal of the noise impacts of the proposed Flight Plan Project .

Since it appears that the information on noise impacts being provided
to the decision makers is inadequate : any decision on the flight plan
project should be postponed until adequate information is available .

Deficiency #2 : Existing noise conditions in the vicinity of Sea–Tac
are higher than the noise contours show.

The noise contours predicted by the Flight Plan FEIS form an
' hourglass ' configuration parallel to the runways . The data, as shown
in the attached drawing, shows that a bulge occurs parallel to the
runways that is much wider than predicted by the INM model. What is
not taken into account is the continuous pervasive noise that occurs
around the clock from taxiing aircraft, baggage trucks, maintenance,
and other airport activity . As shown in the attached data summaries ,

the minimum noise levels at $ 192 & 8th S rarely drop below 45 dBA,
even during the night .

None of this ancillary airport activity is factored into the
predicted noise impacts . In order to get the true noise impacts of

2-
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I the proposed alternatives , noise from support activity must be

considered as part of the noise contribution from Sea–Tac airport .

I
Deficiency #3 : The noise impacts of the third runway alternative are

greater than predicted .

As indicated by the RCAA data, the addition of a third runway is
predicted to cause an even greater bulge in the noise contours on the
west side of the airport than is described in the FEIS . This is from
a combination of factors : the higher existing noise levels described
in deficiency #1 ; and the noise from general airport activity in
deficiency #2 . These will combine to create noise levels on the west
side of the airport much higher than predicted in the FEIS .

I
I
I
I
I
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Deficiency #4 The use of Sound Exposure Levels ( SEL) as a single
aircraft event descriptor is misleading and does not
describe the true noise impacts experienced by
residents living in the vicinity of the airport .

Sound exposure level is a measure of accumulated sound energy over a
specified period of time . It is , therefore, time and event dependent .
In the attached data summaries , column 7 is listed as the sound
exposure level. The sound exposure level described in the summary, as
collected by the noise meter (Quest 2800 ) , is defined as "the
accumulated sound averaged over one second ." So, the sound exposure
level shown in column 7 of the data summaries is the level associated
with the time shown in column 2 . Sound exposure level is a cumulative
measure of noise and can only increase .

I Sound exposure level can be better described via an analogy :

Picture a person in a shower with the water flowing over them
and the drain closed . The noise level is equivalent to the rate
of water flow – the louder the noise the faster the water flows .

The sound exposure level is equivalent to the water filling up
in the tub . A loud noise causes a faster flow, while a quiet
noise has a slow flow : but, the flow never stops and the tub
continues to fill – the sound exposure level continually
increases .

I
I
I
I
I

At some point in tIme the tub must be emptied and permitted to
start over . However, what is the best time has not been
determined . The SEL metric described on page 4–8 is equivalent
to standing in the shower for 1–3 minutes , with the water
flowing rapidly ( loud noise event ) and then emptying the tub and
starting over . It has no meaning as a cumulative noise
descriptor over longer periods of time . It is , therefore,
questionable as to what the SEL metric really means, and what
the FEIS is really describing .

I
I
I

To provide a comparison , the sound exposure level data collected by
the RCAA, and included in the attached data summaries is evaluated .

Table 11 shows the sound exposure levels, and the amount of time the
80 SEL level is exceeded every day at each noise measurement site .

-3-
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The data show that the 80 SEL level is exceeded for over an hour each
day at S192/85 site, while the 80 SEL level at the remote site is
exceeded for about 2 minutes each day . The exposure varies with
proximity to the aircraft approach and departure patterns . What it
means is that the people living close to the airport activity live in
a noisier environment – which we already know.

Relating the SEL to single event patterns is shown in Table III.
Table III is a compilation of one hour chart recorder data taken
between Noon and 1 PM. The chart recordings for the time period are
attached .

Date

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Jan
Jan

As shown, the sound exposure level is variable, and is dependent on
several factors : including distance from the airport, number of
flights , noise level of each flight , etc . The only "trend" is that
the closer one is to the airport and the flight path, the higher the
SEL and the longer the exposure . This noise metric appears to repeat
what we alrea<:ly know with the existing noise contours . Why do we need
it ?

The whole notion of using SEL appears somewhat confusing , Until
functional purpose of using SEL as a single event_ descriptor is
clarified, its value is meaningless .

Table Il
Daily Sound Exposure Levels

dBA

LocationDate

S192/8S
SWI 62/9SW
S308/23S
S248/135
S186/4S
S192/8S
SE30/243SE

1/2 '92
8/9
15/16
22/23
29/30
5/6 193
6/7 Rmt

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Jan
Jan

Table III
Hourly Sound Exposure Levels

dBA

Location
8192/88
SWI 62/9SW
5308/235
S248/13S
5186/45
S192/8S
SE30/243SE

1 192
8 '92
15 '92
22 192
29 ' 92
5 ' 93
6 Rmt

Sound Exposure
1 sec 1 min

117.3
104.5
112.9
114.4
114.9
115.7
99.9

Sound Exp Levels > 80 SEL1 sec 1 hr min : sec

104.6
90.5

101.2
99.9

101.6
102.1
86.7

69 . 1
54.9
65.6
64.4
66.0
66.7
51.1

.-. 4-.... . .':';.&-
qb+ _r

=ZTX vP

Levels
1 hr

>80 SEL
hr : min

81.7
68.9
77.3
78.8
79.3
80.1
64.3

99.5
86.7
95.1
96.6
97.1
97.9
82.1

1 : 29
: 05
:32
: 46
:51

1 :01
: 02

No of
Ops

Events
> 80dBA

52
57
22
30
60
55
NA

4 : 48
0: 11
1 : 45
1 :40
2: 24
2 : 42
0 : 05

5
2
2
NA
8
8
1

the
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Deficiency #5 : The issue of the impacts of low frequency noise from
existing and future aircraft and departures was not
even addressed . The noise mitigation measures were not
evaluated in any detail.

A large portion of the noise problem comes from the low frequency
noise generated by jet aircraft . Sound levels are close to the
vibration ranges . A series of octave band filter readings were taken
at the 5192 & 8S site during general airport activity and aircraft
operations on Jan 6 , 1993 . Measurements were taken on linear scale
and fast response , and show that of 14 sets of readings :

I
I
I
I
I
I

8
5
1

had a peak at
had a peak at
had a peak at

16 Hertz with a dB range of 68.7 – 82.4 .
63 Hertz or less with a dB range of 68.6
160 Hertz at 76.4 dB .

84.

These are extremely low frequencies – close to the vibration range .
The noise mitigation program is based on using materials where the
sound insulation properties are measured at 500 Hertz . At lower
frequencies their effectiveness is totally lost . It is stated on page
4–21 that the quieter aircraft and the Noise Remedy Program will
bring more residential uses back into land use compatibility with the
future airport activities . The noise remedy program does not solve
the existIng noise problem and will not solve the future noise
problem at Sea–Tac airport . The entire issue of low frequency noise
from aircraft activity needs to be explored in much more detail.
Deficiency #6 : The noise abatement measures are not evaluated in any

detail .

I
I
I
I

The noise abatement measures listed on page 4–22 are just that, a
list of measures that can be taken, with little or no detail on how
they would be accomplished . The data summaries show that some very
noisy aircraft arrive and depart in the middle of the night ,
affecting sleep . Yet, nothing is proposed to describe the noise
abatement procedures in any detail.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE HEARINGS EXAMINER FOR FURTHER STUDY

Based on recent noise data taken in the vicinity of Sea–Tac airport,
the Flight Plan FEIS has not accurately described the existing
conditions . Therefore, the impacts of the proposed alternatives have
not been properly evaluated to make an informed decision. Under the
SEPA Guidelines the lead agency shall adequately describe the
affected environment, significant impacts and mitigation measures .
This has not been done . Therefore, before an informed decision can be
made by the PSRC, the EIS must adequately describe these items .

I
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I
I

The following tasks are recommended to adequately analyze noise :

1) Noise levels need to be monitored not only in the vicinity
the airport, but also for a significant distance along the
approach and departure routes . The program should be of
sufficient duration to verify and calibrate the :[NM model.

of
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2 ) All noise from airport activity needs to be included in the
noise model, not just arrivals and departures from aircraft

3 ) Use noise metrics that properly describe the sound levels and
impacts . The descriptive metrics should be easily understood
by the public .

4 ) The true impacts of low frequency noise need to be more fully
evaluated . The noise remedy program should truly mitigate
noise, not provide a false sense of hope that the noise
problems will be alleviated : to escape a legal obligation
with a solution of negligible short–term and long–term value .
A proper noise remedy program, taking into account the
effects of low frequency noise on homes, should then be
implemented .

5 ) The noise abatement procedures should be specific enough to
be implemented . A program of implementation should be
described to mitigate the existing noise problems , not wait
until some unspecified future date .

Submitted by

Errol Nelson P . E

January 15 , 1993
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NOTE TO THE EXAMINER : As a professional, I have been involved in the
preparation of EIS 1 s since their inception in 1970 . The following is
an observation about the proposal described in the FEIS . Until the
PSRC Flight Plan EIS realistically and comprehensively looks at the
problem of airport noise, its impacts and methods of mitigation, any
program of airport expansion will meet severe resistance from
adjacent governmental jurisdictions and residents . It has been
demonstrated time and time again, from the 1–90 floating bridge, to
nuclear power plants , that failure to fully disclose the existing
conditions , the environmental impacts and describe mitigation
measures that work is a recipe for disaster . The deficiencies I have
found in the EIS noise section and noted above, with just a modest_
noise measurement program appear to bear this out

I
I
I
I

Submitted by :I Errol Nelson P . E .

I
I

January 15 , 1993
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All noise from airport activity needs to be included in the
noise model, not just arrivals and departures from aircraft .

2)

Use noise metrics that properly describe the sound levels and
impacts . The descriptive metrics should be easily understood
by the public .

3)

The true impacts of low frequency noise need to be more fully
evaluated . The noise remedy program should truly mitigate
noise , not provide a false sense of hope that the noise
problems will be alleviated : to escape a legal obligation
with a solution of negligible short–term and long–term value .
A proper noise remedy program, taking into account the
effects of low frequency noise on homes , should then be
implemented .

4)

5) The noise abatement procedures should be specific enough to
be implemented . A program of implementation should be
described to mitigate the existing noise problems , not wait
until some unspecified future date .
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CITY OF NORMARDY PARK

RESOLUTIOH NO .W
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITy COUNCIL OF THE CITy OF NORMANDY PARK .

WASHINGTON, calling for the tinely conpletion of noise nitigation
obligations pronised by the Port of Seattle (POS or the Port) in
conjunction with the second runway at Seattle-Tacona International
Airport and requesting that the 1991 Noise Exposure Hap (NW) be
used to establish !Dundaries of the Noise Rene<ly Program areae

WHEREAS, the 1973 award winning Sea'-Tac Communities Plan
presented a comprehensive written commitment by the Port of Seattle
(POS) to mitigate Sea-Tac’s noise pollution impacts on the
surrounding comrnunity [Sea'"''Tac Communities Plan Ch. 5.2 , 6.2] , and

WHEREAS, the federal standard for aircraft noise establishes
the area within the 75 Lcin (average day/night noise level) noise
contour as totally incompatible for residential and public land use
and establishes the area from 65 to 75 Ldn as incompatible for
those same residential and public land uses unless noise
attenuation is incorporated into the design and construction of the
structures [ 14 C.F,R. (Code of Federal Regulations) , Part 150 ,
Appendix A, Table 1 ] , and

WHEREAS , after operational implementation of the second runway
at Sea-Tac International Airport in 1972 , the Port of Seattle
claimed that aircraft noise had peaked in 1973 and that noise
exposure contours would decrease in the future [Sea-Tac Communities
Plan Ch. 7.2.1] , and

WHEREAS, POS predictions that noise exposure contours would
shrink have proven false , [From a compilation of official Port of
Seattle noise contour maps 1973 , 1984/85 and 1991 + Also letter
from Diane Summerhays , Sea--Tac Noise Abatement Program Manager
dated 17, Aug. 1992 o ] , and

WHEREAS, over 67 ,000 people have for 20 years been subjected
daily to aircraft noise levels deened incompatible with human
habitation [ 1991 NEM] , and

WHEREAS, POS represented that it would include all noise
exposure areas "permanently" above ANE 40 in land acquisition
programs ( Adjusted Noise Exposure 40 translates to 75 Lcin) [Sea'-Tac
Cormnunities Plan Ch. 6.2.4 , p, 3 and Federal Aviation Adninistration
(FAA) document I'The Sea-'Tac SUCCeSS Story" , April 1978 , ppe 41-'51] ,
and

WHHMS, to date, the majority of lands purchased by POS under
the Noi8e ReIRedy Program have– actually been for Federally Mandated
clear zones or other safety criteria [Sea"""Tac Area Update, Septa
1989, Part III , p. 15] , and





RESOLUTION NO

page 2
627

WHEREAS, certain areas which have been within the 75 Lcin noise
contour for twenty years have not been eligible for buyout under
the POS Noise Remedy Program [comparison of noise exposure maps for
1973 and 1991 ] , and

I
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WHEREAS, POS , in its 1973 Noise Remedy Program, represented
that it would fully or partially insulate 5, 790 single fanily (SF)
homes in the iRlmediate airport area [1973 Sea'-Tac Communities Plan,
Plan SuRuaary, Noise Remedies Section] , and

WHEREAS, POS did not take any action on noise insulation for
the next thirteen years [Earl Mundy, Manager of Noise Remedy, Sea--
Tac International Airport] , and

WHEREAS, POS expanded the Noise Remedy Program in 1985 to
IO,OOO SF homes roughly within the 65+ LcIn noise contours projected
for the year 200 [ 14 C.F,R. , part 150 and POS brochure '’Jet
Aircraft Noise and You11 ] , and

WHEREAS, from 1985--"'1991 the average rate of insulation was 80
hornes per year. At that rate it would have taken 125 years to
insulate the 10, 000 SF homes within the Noise Remedy Program
boundaries, and

WHEREAS, in 1991, as part of the locally negotiated tIMediated
Agreement, I' POS again. expanded the Noise Remedy Program by
promising to fully pay for all insulation in the lo , ooo SF homes
within the Noise ReInedy Program boundaries [Final pa<3kage of
mediated noise abatement actions for Sea'-Tac International Airport
(also known as I'Mediated Agreementl' ) Mar. 31, 1990 ] , and

WHEREAS, to date POS has insulated fewer than 700 of the
10 , 000 SF homes + At the present rate of insulation of 350 homes
per year (established in 1992) it will take over 26 years, until
the year 2019 , to insulate the renaining 9,300 homes [Earl Mundy] ,
and

WHEREAS, the public are often unaware of the many changes to
the insulatzion program and are generally fearful of the unlimited
avigation easement used by the Sea'''Tac program, and

WHEREAS , since 1973 POS has recognized an obligation to
insulate public schools and multi'-farajly residential property and
since 1988 to insulate all public buildings within the Noise Remedy
Program area, yet POS has never insulated any of these structures
[ 1973 Sea-Tac ComInunities Plan, Section 6, 2.4 , Other Use Categories
and "Mediated Agreement:'1 , Sec III, Part H, and 1988 POS List of
Public Buildings dated 6/27/88] , and

WHEREAS, numerous funding sources for noise mitigation exist
including FAA funding, a federally authorized and locally levied
Passenger Facility Charge (PPC) and bonding authority authorized by
Washington State, [C.F.R. 14 Parts ISO and 158 , and Title 53 RCW,
Ch, 53 , 54 ] , and
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sec, 2, The Port should fulfill its cornnitnent to
buyout noise inpacted areas , POS should commit funds to buyout all
areas proven to have been t'permanently" within 75 Lcin for the 1973--
1993 planning period. Buyout should be conple-Led by the end of

. calendar year (CY) 1993 and should be extended to all residential
structures and public buildings within the buyout area. The
decision on which of these areas to buyout should be made by local
governments through their land use planning process .

627RESOLUTION NO
PAGE 3

WHEREAS, the POS plans to use PFCs primarily to further expand
the Sea-Tac International Airport facilities rather than to meet
promises and obligations to mitigate airport noise in the
surrounding comrnunity, [Sea-'Tac Int’l Airport, 'applicatlion to
impose and use passenger facility charges, 13 Apr 92 , 1992-"'1993 PFC
plan P. 70 ] , and

WHEREAS, POS has maintained a 20 year planning period as a
locally imposed criterion for establishing eligibility for buyout
or insulation and has implied that program completion would be
attained within that planning period or sooner. [Sea"Tac
Communities Plan Ch. 5.2 , 6.2 , in particular 6.2.4 , and Pos
Resolution No. 2626 , section 4 ] , and

WHEREAS, the 1973-'1993 planning period is about to end without
conpletion of POS promised noise mitigation; now therefore,
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORMANDY PARK RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS :

Sec, 1, The Port should fulfill its connitnent to deal
with I'permanentH Sea-Tac area aircraft noise inI>acts as pronised in
1973 , POS should use the true and approved 1991 Noise Exposure Map
to establish the boundaries of the Noise ReRledy Program. POS
should abandon the year 2000 tm©£Eed noise contours which are the
basis for the current program and which uses a 27-'year noise
exposure period in violation of POS policy.

Sec, 3, The Port should fulfill its c03uaitnent to
insulate single fanily (SF) residenceso

A, POS should complete insulation of the 5, 790 SF hOlIIes
promised in 1973 , by the end of CY 1993 .

the remainingB. POS should complete insulation of
4,210 SF homes promised in 1985, by the year 2000 .

C. POS should foster a proactive Noise Remedy Program
that would:

1 , Advertise the current program to dispel public
confusion about the program changes and to a11eviate fear of the
program .

2 _ Lobby the Washington State legislature to
change the current unlimited avigation easement to a limited
avigation easement as used by nany other airport:se
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D. POS should expand the insulation program to all SF
residences within the new program boundaries established by the
1991 NEMe

Sec, 4 , The Port should fulfill its connitraent to
insulate public buildings o

A. POS should insulate all public schools and multi-.
family residences within the 1973'-'1993 Noise Remedy Program area by
end of calendar year 1993 .

B. POS should complete insulation of the other public
buildings identified for mitigation in 1988 , by the year 2000 .

C, POS should expand the Noise Remedy Program to
include all multi--family residences and public buildings within the
65+ Ldn noise contours of the 1991 NEM.

Sec , 5 , For future nitigation prograns , the Port should
revise its tilling criteria for eligibility to and conpletion of
Noise Renedy Prograns, it is unacceptable that the POS Noise
Remedy Program should use a 20'--'year exposure period to establish
program eligibility given that the future noise exposure maps have
been incorrect and have unfairly excluded eligible properties. It
is unconscionable that the current program for second runway
mitigation will not be completed within the 20–year planning
period

Sec, 6 , The Port should not rely solely on Federal
nonies to fund noise nitigatlion connitnents o The Port should
dedicate a sufficient portion of PFC’s to guarantee the interest
stream for general obligation bonds that would fund its noise
mitigation commitments within the applicable planning periods o

Sec , 7 , The Port should neet all previous nitigation
obligations prior to any other sizeable capital expenditures a POS
should not undertake further runway or facility expansion at Sea'-
Tac International Airport until all properties qualifying for
buyout or insulation under current programs have been purchased or
insulated ,
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Xornandy Park,
and signed in
f 1992,

ADOPTED BY the Citv
Washington this ZZ
authentication thereof

Council of
day of

ZZa dithis
.city of

99

Mayor
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I INTRODUCTION

This report is a summary of the noise readings, and procedures used
to monitor noise from aircraft activity at the Seattle–Tacoma
International Airport . Noise levels were monitored over a five week
period from December 1, 1992 to January 7, 1993 at five locations
near the airport, plus a remote site in lssaquah. Octave band noise
levels were also taken at one site (S 192nd St and 8th Ave S ) to
determine the frequency of noise from airport activity . All sites
were monitored for 24 hour periods : from 1 PM Tuesday to 1 PM
Wednesday of each week. Observations of takeof fs and landings were
noted, along with peak sound level observed for each operation. Noise
levels were also recorded on a chart recorder. All the recorded data,
observations and chart recorder information is found on the Appendix
to this report .

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

SITE CHARACTERISTICS

The five monitoring sites were selected using the following general
criteria :

1 ) The monitoring location should be in line–of–sight of the
airport, or its approaches, so arriving and departingaircraft can be observed.

2 ) The site should be located were other noise sources are
minimal from vehicle traffIc / commercial f industrial or other
noise procIucing activity .

3 ) The site should be secure.
4 ) The site should be able accessible 24 hours a day and able to

provide electricity to power a motor home lights and
equipment .I

I
I
I
I

All of the chosen locations were in quiet residential neighborhoods
where aircraft activity was the dominant source of noise .

Figure 1 shows the monitoring locations . The site designations
correspond with the letter of the Appendix where the data may be
found .

Site A, F and H – S . 192nd St and 8th Ave S.

Site was located in the back parking lot of the Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church directly west of the south end of the main
runway (34R) . S. 188th St was in sight of monitor about 1/2 mile
away . Des Moines Memorial Dr was below the brow of the hill

I
I
I
I

Site- B – SW 162nd St and 9th Ave SW

Site was located in SW 162nd St between 8th and 9th Ave SW
Highline Community Hospital was just east of the site . There was
moderate traffic on 8th Ave SW/ both through traffic , and
entering and leaving the hospital. The airport was in direct
view of the site
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Site C – S. .308th St and 23rd Ave

Site D – S .

Site E – S. 186tIh St and 4th Ave S.

Site G – SE 30th St and 243rd Ave SE

EQUIPMENT AND OPERATING PARAMETERS

Noise measurements were taken with a Quest 2800 Type II Integrating
Impulse Sound Level Meter and 1/3 Octave Band Anai?zer. The meter was
factory calibrated by Quest on June 29, 1992 . The meter has a digital
readout and memory storage for cumulative readings . Figure 2 shows a
sample printout of the collected data from the noise and the octave
band analyzer . Noise meter data involving aircraft activity was
collected using ' A ' scale weighting and fast response . Fast response
has a 125 millisecond rise time in the meter, and is used to record
single noise events, such as aircraft takeoff s and landings . Recorded
data includes :

Site was located just off S. 308th ( 2246 ) about 100 feet west of
boundary of Steel Lake Park on the south side of Steel Lake . The
site was removed from the airport so only overf lights were
observed. The site has no unusual sources of noise. I–5, about
1/2 mile east and over a hill was not noticeable except in the
early morning hours, when an inversion layer reflected the sound
and increased the background levels .

248th St and 13th Ave S.

Site was located in front of 24808 – 13th Pl S, a dead end
street in a single family residential area of Huntingt.,on Park
There were no arterials nearby . The site was removed from the
airport so only overf lights were observed .

Site was located in the front yard of 18607 – 4th Ave S, a
single family residential area . The site was in view of the
airport . 4th Ave S. was a typical residential street .

(Issaquah) REMOTE SITE

Site was located in the front yard of Errol Nelson f the
principal author of this report . The site is in a single family
suburban residential area on the East Sammamish Plateau .
outbound flights from the northbound arrivals and departures
were part of the noise generated at the site . Traffic and
barking dogs were the typical sources of noise . Site was
monitored to establish noise levels in a typical suburban
residential area with minimal influence from aircraft activity

The average sound level energy level in weighted decibels
(dB) recorded during the measurement period (run time ) .
The maximum sound level, in weighted dB recorded during
the measurement period ,

The minimum sound level, in weighted dB, recorded during
the measurement period

Leg –

1,max

I,min

-3-
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SEL – The Sound Exposure Level. The total sound energy, in
weighted dB, averaged to a period of one second during the
measurement period .

RUN TIME – The period, in hours minutes and seconds , in the
measurement period .

OL TIME – Overload time . The period, in hours , minutes and
seconds , the meter exceeded the maximum permissible
level on the scale setting.

The printout shown in Figure 2 also the percent exceedance levels , in
dB, for each measurement period.

The octave filter set, either octave band or 1/3 octave band, gives
the same information at each frequency setting .

The meter was field calibrated before and after the monitoring
periods and at three intervals , 6 PM, midnight and 6 AM during the
monitoring period. A foam windscreen was used on the microphone
during the entire monitoring period . The microphone was pointed at
the source of airport noise during all measurements . The direction
angle varied from 20 to 90 degrees depending on the geometry between
the between the airport and the monitoring site and the ' average '
aircraft altitude in the direction of the microphone .

The noise data was also recorded on a Linear 142 analog chart
recorder . The chart recorder provides a continuous paper record of
noise activity at each monitoring location . The recorder was alsocalibrated when the noise meter was calibrated .

Data collected from the noise meter was printed at the top of each
hour during the monitoring period, reset and started for another
hour . The meter was left running during the midnight to 6 AM period
with the Leg noted at the top of each hour during the night . Mr Steve
Adler was present from noon to midnight for each Tuesday monitoring
period and Mr Errol Nelson was present from 6 AM to 1 PM for each
Wednesday monitoring period. Only Mr Adler and Mr Nelson operated the
noise meter, chart recorder, printer and calibrated the instruments .

In the data summaries there are several instances where the noise
meter exceeded the maximum setting on the scale, usually 105.6 dB.
All of these exceedances were very brief and were due to electrical
surges . There were no sources of noise that caused these anomalies .
There were, on several occasions, power failures, and some
accumulated data was lost from the noise meter . In those cases, it
was possible to reconstruct much of the necessary noise levels fromthe chart recorder data.

The noise data was supplemented by manually recording the
observations of each arriving and departing aircraft using volunteers
from RCAA. They recorded the time, type and peak sound level for each
aircraft actIvity for the entire 24 hour period at each site . The
ability of the observers to correctly identify aircraft type ranged
from very good to so–so. Therefore, some of the observations record
the general class of aircraft

-5-
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Weather information, temperature, wind speed, wind direction and sky
conditions were also recorded at the top of each hour by the
observers . The December 1992 weather information from Sea–Tac is
shown in Figure 3, as reported in the Seattle Times .

All of the noise data, aircraft observations , and weather
observations are summarized for each site on the attached data
summary sheets for each hour of the monitoring period, along with
totals; averages and ranges where appropriate . A complete record of
the data is provided in the Appendices . Data in each summary and
Appendix corresponds to the letter designations shown in Figure 1

SUMMARY OF COLLECTED DATA AND CONCLUSIONS

Table 1 summarizes the LcIn noise levels taken at each of the
monitoring sites over each 24 hour period .

Table I
1,dn Noise Levels Near Sea–Tac Airport

Date Location
No of Aircft
Operations

L<In
dBA

' Average ' :k

Oper at:ns
Av LcIn++

dBA

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Jan

1/2 192
8/9 192
15/16 ' 92
22/23 '92
29/30 '92
5/6 '93

S192 & 8S
SW162 & 9SW
5308 & 23S
S248 & 135
S186 & 45
8192 & 88

855
788
782
774
759
733

71.8
59.8
68 . 3
68 . 3
69 . 8
71.3

970
970
970
970
970
970

72.2
60.7
69 . 2
69 . 3
70.8
72.7

(391X2 )
(387X2 )

t Average operations (arrivals and departures ) were derived from
the Flight Plan REiS . Operations are increasing at the rate of
approxihately 8000/year. Therefore 338, 600 operations in 1991,
expected to increas8 to 354, OOO operations in 1993 . 354, 000/365
970 average daily operations .

++ The average Ldn noise level was derived from the acoustical energy
generated by the daily aircraft operations . e .g. the total
acoustical energy generated by aircraft operations is proportional
to the number of operations . Data collected at 8192 & 85 appears
to confirm this within 0.3 dB. The Ldn for the two days at 5192 &
8S is estimated at 72.5 dBA.

The Ldn noise levels based on ' average ' daily aircraft operations
were compared to the 1990 noise contours from the Flight Plan EIS .
The data indicate that the existing noise contours west and south of
Sea–Tac airport are wider and longer than described in the EIS . Three
of the sites within the 65 1,dn contour, 8192 & 85 , 8186 & 45 and 5308
& 235, have Lcin noise levels approximately 3 dBA higher than the Sea–
Tac contour maps indicate . This is with aircraft arrivals and
departures approximately 20 percent below the daily ' average ' number
of operations . A 3 dB difference in noise levels is associated with
doubling (or halving) the number of operations . e .g. if the number

–1 3–
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I
I
I of c,.ars r with the same general noise properties , on a road doubles ,

£he n<,.,,>tie levels increage 3 dBA. Therefore, the noise produced from
existing Sea–Tac operations are significantly higher than the EIS has
describgd . If the bxisting conditions described in the EIS are
incorrectf the predicted future conditions, under the various airport
alternatives , are also incorrect . The trend is clear, unmistakable
and noise levels are significantly different .

I
I From Table I il can also be surmised that the noise contours north

and east of Sea–Tac airport are similarly affected. TheY form a
bulge, rather than an h6urglass , adjacent to the airport runways
The addition of a third runway will increase the ' bulge ' even
further to the west than predicted.I

I
I
I
I

Anot.,her factor contributing to noise immediately adjacent to the
airport is the continuous bervasive noise that occurs around t:hP
clock from taxiing aircraft, baggage trucks , maintenance, and other
airport activity . – As shown in the attached data summaries , the
minimum noise levels at $ 192 & 8th S rarely drop below 45 dBA, even
durind the night .

Table J shows the sound exposure levels (SEL) , and the amount of time
the 80 SEL, from the Flight Plan EIS is exceeded every day at each
noise measurement site .

Table J
Daily Sound Exposure Levels

dBA

I
I
I
I
I

Date Location
Sound Exposure
1 sec 1 min

Levels
1 hr

>80 SEL
hr : min

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Jan
Jan

1/2 ' 92
8/9
15/16
22/23
29/30
5/6 '93
6/7 Rmt

5192/85
SWI 62/9SW
S308/23S
8248/135
8186/45
5192/85
SE30/243SE

117
104
112
114
114
115

99

3
5
9
4
9
7
9

99o5
86.7
95.1
96.6
97.1
97.9
82.1

81.7
68 . 9
77.3
78.8
79.3
80.1
64.3

1 : 29
05
32
46
51

1 :01
02

The data show that the 80 SEL level is exceeded for over an hour each
day at 8192/88 site, while the 80 SEL level at the remote site is
exceeded for about 2 minutes each day . The exposure varies with
proximity to the aircraft approach and departure patterns . This is
another measure that the people living close to the airport activity
live in a noisier environment .

I
I
I
I

Relating the SEL to single event patterns is shown
K is a compilation of one hour chart recorder data
and 1 PM each Wednesday

in Table K. Table
taken between Noon

–1 5–
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Date

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Jan
Jan

As shown, the sound exposure level is variable, and is dependent on
several factors : including distance from the airport, number of
flights, noise level of each flight, etc . The only "trend" is that
the closer one is to the airport and the flight path, the higher the
SEL and the longer the exposure to high noise levels .

A series of octave band filter readings were taken at the $ 192 & 8 S
site during general airport activity and aircraft operations on Jan
6, 1993 . Measurements were taken on linear scale and fast response,
and show that of 14 sets of readings :

These are extremely low frequencies – close to the vibration range
The noise mitigation program is based on using materials where the
sound insulation properties are measured at 500 Hertz . At lower
frequencies their effectiveness is totally lost .

Based on the noise rneasurements taken by the monitoring program,conclusions that can be reached are : - -

Table K
Hourly Sound Exposure Levels

dBA

No of
Ops

Events
> 80dBA

>80 SEL
min : sec

Levels
1 hr

Sound Exp1 secLocation

S192/88
SW162/9SW
5308/238
8248/138
8186/48
8192/88
SE30/243SE

52
57
22
30
60
55
NA

5
2
2
NA
8
8
1

4 : 48
0:11
1 : 45
1 :40
2:24
2 : 42
0 : 05

69 . 1
54.9
65.6
64.4
66.0
66.7
51.1

2 '92
9 '92
16 '92
23 ' 92
30 '92
6 193
7 Rmt

6
5
2
9
6
1

7

104
90

101
99

101
102

86

16 Hertz with a dB range of 68.7 – 82.4 .

63 Hertz or less with a dB range of 68.6
160 Hertz at 76.4 dB .

had a peak at
had a peak at
had a peak at

8
5
1

84

some

1) The actual noise levels are higher, approximately 3 dBA, than
predicted in the Flight Plan EIS . The noise contours created
by airport and other activity are wider adjacent to the
runways and longer on the approaches than predicted .

There is a continuous level of noise that occurs from general
airport activity, not just departures and landings, that keep
minimum noise levels in the vicinity of the airport at a
level up to 10 dB higher than found in suburban residential
neighborhoods some distance from the airport .
Peak sound levels can exceed 90 dBA from individual aircraft .

Sound exposure levels are substantially higher in the
vicinity of the airport .

Sound levels from departing aircraft are at such low
frequencies that the noise remedies currently in use are of
little effectiveness in reducing sound levels in homes

2)

3)
4)

5)

-1 6–
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I
I
I The RCAA noise monitoring program has established that the existing

noise generated from Sea–Tac aircraft operations is ' significantly
higher than the described in documents prepared by the Port of
Seattle . This difference also affects the predicted impacts of the
proposed alternatives , the size of the area affected b? the 65 Ldn
contour and its future rate of reduction . Substantial additional
noise monitoring is needed to adequately describe noise from Sea–Tac
airport activity, and to effectively mitigate aircraft sound levels
from existing and future operations

1

I
I
I
I
I
I
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HANS ASCHENBACH
Eighth Avenue Northeast, Suite

Seattle, Washington 98105
(206) 632.5039

4540 305

I
I
I

OBJBcrivE To provide testimony to the Executive and Transportation Policy Boards of
the Puget Sound Regional Council on the Flight Plan FEIS.

WHRIENCE PIANNER (’rw OF DES MOINES: 1991 to Present
ASSISTANT PLANNER Apr 92- Praent
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RC AA Jan 92- Apr 92

Created and implernented strategy to deal with impact mitigation of Sea-Tac
Int'l Airport on surrounding coInmunity. Organized Regional Conrmission
on Airport Affairs.
PLANNING INTERN m9]-De,c,91
Worked on comprehensive plan and other long range planning issues;
graphic presentations.

I
I
I
I

SELF-EMPLOYED:
(''ONSUI,TANF 1986 to Present
German-American business, real estate negotiations, land use planning.

' negotiated preservation of Seattle's Blue Moon Tavern.

UNrrED STATES AIR FORCE (USAF):
OPERATIONS OFFICER, Technical Training Group
CONTRACT PROGRAMMER, Base Civil Engineering
C'HIEF, USAF SURVIVAL SCHOOL .- EUROPE

1981 -85
1980-81
1977-80I

• programrned numerous base facilities rehabilitation projects.
planned and managed construction projects built by German firms on
US air base.
served as operations and engineering project officer for $1M security
police training facility.
negotiated interservice agreements.
managed daily operational activities for a unit of over 3(D personnel.
administered budgets of up to $1,m,m.
organized major air show at FlankfuR International Airport including
airspace negotiations with West German FAA (BPS).

I •

I e

•

I
•

I
I
I
I
I

mtEATiON UNivERsrrY OF WASHINGTON SeaUle, WA
MASTER OF URBAN PLANNING in progress
51 credits completed; thesis in progress
Concentrations: Land Use lqanning; Real Estate Rnance
MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION June 1989
Concentrations: finance; International Business; Negotiations

UNivERsrrY OF WASHINGTON
BACHELOR OF ARTS
Majors: Economics; German.
Additiona] Study: Phillips Universitat h4arburg, Germany
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HANS AS(,'IIENBACH
Page Two

I
I
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nd

PH

oobovfuNrrY
DqVOLVEMRqr
AND

SEATrLE: Roosevelt Neighbor’s Alliance (RNA)
President 1989-92

Land Use Chairman
HONORS

19U89
led RNA in numerous projects addressing land

use, urban design, neighborhood revitalization,
and finance issues.

e negotiated neighborho<xI interests in Blue Moon
Tavern Canpromise and other projects.

develowd and wrote RNA technical transportation
analysis of University Center phase II DEIS.I

I
I
I

RESULTS: ncanmendations tncame major
revisions incoqDrated into the FEIS and changed
city traffic assumptions for U ' District.
have trad other major impacts on hanslx)!tation
and trafTic mitigation in the University District
through work on U-Pass, Residential Parking
Zones, traffic circles, and other issues.

worked with and provided technical analysis to
Dennis Mclnnan, Director IX:LU, regarding city
policy for off-site parking in NC zoned lxojects.

worked with Washington State IX)T and
Rep. Dick Nelson on construction of
1-5 sound barrier.I

I
I
I
I

University District Study, Citizen Advisory Boald
• chaired sutnommittee on light rail transit; routing

recommendation adopted by Seattle City Council
resolution.

Outstanding Young Men of America - IW
APA/PAW Merit Award for planning project - 1992

USAF: NATO Survival Competition, Team Captain.
Air Fone Amigo Program award for sponsoring
Asian and African students.

UW: MBA International Business Association, President
Phi Eta Sigma (national honor society in wholarship)

I
IANGUAGES GERMAN

FRENCH
COMPUtER

native fluency
working knowledge
numerous software programs including ARC/INFOI

I
REFHRnKES Furnished upon request.

I
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ESTIMATED REMAINING Ml Tl GAT10N COSTS for the SECOND RUNWAY at
SEA-TAC INT'L AIRPORT

These costs are t:>ased on a variety of ri-litigation promises made by
officials of Sea-Tac Int'l Airport (STI A) to the surroundlng
community. Many of the promises date back to the Sea-Tac
CommunIties Plar\ of 3973. The area covered by these promises is
wltF\in the current Noise Remedy Program, the extent of which is
allegedly based on the 65 Lcin noise contour predicted for year 2000.
The 1991 65 L(in noise contour is substantlally greater.

Estimates are by Port of Seattle (POS)

I
I

I. Outright Acquisition

Only includes the currently defined buyout area $

Does not include land "permanently" under 75 Ldn but
not offered buyout due to Incorrect noise contours.
A conservatlve estimate would be $ 1 00PI' (Ascher\bach).

1 M+

I
I
I
I

2. Sound Insulation

a. Custom insulation- single family (SF) houses
$ 3 8,000 per house for construction

'U,M per house for administration
$20,000 per house x 2,700 houses $ 54rt

b. Cost share insulatIon SF houses
$ 8,000 per house for construction

'UW per house for admInistration
$ 1 0,000 per house x 6,600 houses =I

I
I
I
I

$ 66 M

c. Public buildlngs (68 buildlngs identified)
Publlc Schools
Other ( includes churches, prIvate SChOOIS

public & prIvate hospltals, nursing homes,
libraries etc.

$ 50 M

$ 22.SM

a 1 / in



I
I
I
I d. MultI-family residences

$4,000 per unit x 1 1 ,000 units $ 44FI

$ 3 M
I
I

e. Plobile homes
$6,000 per unit moving costs x 500 units
Estirnate for next five years only

I
I
I
I

3. Transaction Assistance

a. Speci a1 purchase option
75 SF expected to partlclpate x $ 12,000
(350 eligible)

$ 900KX

b. Regular transactlon assistance
500 SF expected to participate x $7,000
(2,000 eligible)
$7,000 is the average cost to reach full market
value

$ 3.5 M

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Total POS estimate $255,9 rl

* M = rn111ion; K = thousand

I
I -ul

I



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

THE COSTS OF NOISE MITIGATION AT SEA-TAC INT'L AIRPORT

N litigation paper # 1 - Broken Promises

By: Hans Aschenbach M.B. A.
Assistant Planner City of Des Moines

24 January 1993
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dr

/-
1973

PROMISE TO MITIGATE SECOND RUNWAYeb+-=X + =++aH SIPP+++anaugp ++ + + +P - ip +n g= a++=n o=w un ++ onun on==+an en =on an +gun REALITY

Sea-Tac Communities P1 an--plan period 1973- 1993 .
Acqqi rg a11 property:
• currently in 80 Ldn.
• permanently* in 75 Ldn.
In suI IEg 5, 790 single family homes permanently* in 70 Ldn.
, Insujate publ ic schoo1 s and multi fam{ly resIdences

permanently* in 70 Ldn.

A_Quisit ion of property commences
primary reason: federa1 and
loca1 safety crIterIa

1979

1984

Federal Government authorizes Part 150 Program.

AcquIsItIon:
' $36.2 m111 Ion spent, program

not complete.
!nsu1 ati or!:
' $0 expended.

1985 Sea-Tac Part 150 Program--plan period 1980-2000.
Insu1 ate addltiona1 4,000 s{ngle family homes

permanently* in 65 Ldn.

Instl1 at ion :

• 21 single fam{ly homes from
1985- 1987

1988 Reylse publlc bu11d Ing Insulatton to Include hospltals,
private schools, nursIng tlomes , churches, librar tes, etc.

1990 Mediated Agreement --p1 an period 1980-2000.
In$yl4te all pub1 tc buildings permanently+ in 65Ldn.
pa full insulatton costs for a11 s{ngle fam{ly

homes in program.

&cJUl sI tl on:
• Additiona1 $41.6 m1111on spent.
Insu1 atIon:
• 229 single farn{ly homes.

1992 Port p1 ans third runway. A_QuIsit ion program not complete
30 parce1 s remalnlng.
Expend. to date - $90 m{ll ion
Many eltgible properties not in
program due to Inaccurate
noise predictIons .

Insu1 at ion :
less than 700 s{ngle fam11y
homes .
no schoo1 s .

' pub1 ic bu11dings--demo only.
no multifarn11y bu{ldlngs .

a)
He
P+
a)
O
:r
3
CD

3
P+

*Minimum of twenty (20) years.
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THE COSTS OF NOISE MITIGATION AT SEA–TAC INT'L AIRPORT

Mitigation paper #2 - Bad Noise Contour Predictions

By: Hans Aschenbach M.B. A.
Assistant Planner City of Des Moines

24 January 1993
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I This paper will contend that noise contour maps for Sea-Tac

International Airport (STI A) presented in the Flight Plan FEIS are not
accurate. The maps in question are Figures ('-6 through (-- 16 and in
particular figure C-7. These maps give predicted noise contours for
STI A with and srjthout the third runway for years 2000, 2010 and
2020. Because of inconsistencies in their presentation these maps
are not useful in assessing the potential environmental noise impact
on the surrounding communities- The maps also inaccurately depict
no increase in noise impact on the surrounding community and so
mask the true cost of the project by ignoring these significant
mitigation costs.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

One might ask, w’hat is the importance of these noise contours to the
cost issue anyway. The noise contour maps are used to define the
boundaries of the Port of Seattle (POS) Noise Remedy Program (NRP),
Thus these contours will govern which properties are eligible for an
outright buyout and which would be eligible for le£ser degrees of
mitigation including insulation or nothing at all.

Most airport autllofities base their program on a current year noise
tna[>. They fund the worst problems first and work outwards as
more funds becoIBe available. POS has set its program up
differently. It ha.s committed to mitigate all properties within a
'pefInanent' noise contour. Permanent is defined as being at a
certain noise exposure for a twenty year period. So the STI A
program boundar'y is based on a twenty year future out:year. In
actuality STI A's program is no different from any other. STI A
doesn't have enotigh funds to fully mitigate the problem either the
current exposure area Of the much smaller future one. So STI A
funds the worst areas first placing others on a long waiting list. But
because of its program design STI A deals with a much smaller area
than it would if it used the current year map.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

it is important to note though that the problem at STI A is one of the
worst in the coun-LI:y. Thus the assumptions that go into creating the
POS future noise contour predictions become all important. By using
a smaller future noise contour POS can de-emphasize the enormity
of today's noise externality probleln at STI A. The costs of mitigating



I
I
I
I the noise probl€3m around STI A are huge in any case. The costs run

into the hundreds of millions of dollars since the area surrounding
this small airport has always been residential right up to its
boundary. But shrinking the twenty year future noise contour
means a difference of millions of dollars of program costs.

1
I In order to kno'x/ the future, it is sometimes best to look at the past.

Before we examine the FEIS maps for the year 2000 and beyond, we
will explore the history of STI A noise contour predictions for the past
twenty years .I

I
I
I

STI A NOISE CONTOUR PREDICTIONS 1973 TO PRESENT;

In 1973 the Port of Seattle and King County produced the Sea-Tac
Colnmunities Plan (SCP). This plan had several purposes or effects
that are important to note for this paper.

1 ) The STI A second runway became operational in 1972. The
SCP was designed to allay public fears on the seemingly permanent
environmental rloise effects

2) it pronlised to mitigate the environmental noise effects that
had a life longer than twenty years.

3) But more important to our discussion, it assured the public
that noise was at its peak in 1973; the next twenty years would see
significant decreases that would leave noise levels at tolerable levels
in the surrounding residential communities.

I
I
I
I

To that end POS produced a series of noise exposure maps in 1973.1
The series is typified by:

1 ) a curre:nt year map based on current noise levels2 and
2) a series' of future year noise contour projections based on

assumptions made or directed by Port staff.I
I
I
I
I

1 Sea-Tac Comrnunities Plan; Port of Seattle and King County; undated; ch. 5,2
Noise Exposure pp. 11-14.
2 Note: The current year map and the methodology used to determine it are not
the subject of this paper. It is the future year projections and the assumptions
behind them in which we are interested.



I
I
I
I
I
I

A similar series was produced in the early 80's.3 Finally the 90's
series is the ma IP recently produced for the Part 150 update.4

These map series all express a consistent theme: "Forget the past, its
a new day and the future noise contours are shrinking.". This
message is not quite true. But before we get into the issue of why
the Port would r'ather look forward to new noise contour projections
than back to old ones, let us examine the three different series of
maps that have been presented and then discuss the comparability
between them.I

I There is in fact a lack of comparability between these series that
rnakes drawing any conclusions about the accuracy of the predictions
very difficult–--but not impossible. As an exanrple I have selected
the 90's map from each of the series. (atch 1-3 )

The first clue - the maps don't even look alike. Let's
decompose this f'urther. We have had differences in no less than
seven significant areas.

I
I
I 1 ) Noise Metric ANg (70's series) vs. Ldn (80's & 90's

series) IANE + 35 = Lda] 5

Actual sound measurement (70's series)
vs. INM computer model (80's & 90's)6
Noise value per quarter section (70's
series) vs. continuous curve noise
contour (80's & 90's series)
INM model change by FAA eliminated
east/west bulges from 80's series.

I
2) Methodology

3 ) Map Design

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

4) Computer Model

3 Sea-Tac international Airport Noise Exposure Update: Port of Seattle; June
1982; Exhibits 6-3 thru 6–6.
4 Existing Noise Exposure Map 1991; Sea-Tac International Airport; Working
Dr aft

5 Ldn is an annuali2,ed, average, cumulative noise level. It has a built in
penalty for night disturbances.
ANE is an older noise metric but is similar to Lcin. ANE can be rnade roughly
equivalent to Ldn by using the formula: ANE ' 35 = Lda.
6 INM stands for Int'egrated Noise Model. It is a computer model to develop
noise contours used by the FAA in the Part 150 program. Part 150 sets
minimum planning standards for airport noise compatibility.



I
I
I
I 5) Scale 'of Base Map Different for all three series

6 ) Planning Period 1973 to 1993 (70's series) vs. 1980 to
2000 (80's & 90's series)

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

7) Map Y-ear Map years of different series are not
parallel

To make the map series comparable has been a difficult conversion.
It was more than a conversion of apples to oranges; a whole basket
of fruit had to be sorted. But as the comparisons were made one
consistent truth has emerged: "ln twenty years of trying the Port has
never gotten its contours right.". POS has always predicted future
noise contours smaller than was actually realized.

I created composite maps to compare the three map series. (atch 4 &
5) These two maps give a history of POS noise contour predictions
(in dotted lines) and the actual contour when the year is reached (in
solid color ).

A brief word on methodology is appropriate here. We converted the
1973 series froin ANE to Ldn and then converted all three series to a

common scale. We made comparisons only of the 75 Ldn contour for
simplicity. Wh'9rever the record is complete, the pattern of
underprediction. is the same for 75, 70, and 65 Ldn. The
comparisons between prediction and actuality were made for the
area south of the airport. Two thirds of take–offs are to the south,
consequently the southern noise contours are larger and the
differences easier to depict.

I
I
I

b

I
I
I
I
I

The maps show, for example, that POS completely missed its
projection for 1993 that was made in the 1973 series. (on atch 4,
look at 1993 Prediction ireferred to as projection I & on atch S look at
1991 Actual) Missing these predictions by underestimating them of
course has very positive consequences for POS in terms of noise
mitigation comaLitrnents and program dollars; the programs have a
smaller area and therefore cost less.



I
I
I
I Atch 4: This: map gives the 1973 base year contour in yellow. 75

1,dn reach,ed as far south as S. 255th Pl.. POS predicted that the
contour w'ould shrink to S. 2 10th St. over the twenty year
planning ] period.(depicted by small dots) POS was relying on
a federally mandated phase–out of Stage 1 aircraft by 1985
This didn't occur until 1986. POS also relied on all early phase
out of sta!!e 2 aircraft which didn't occur at all.

I
I
I
I
I
I

This map also depicts the 1984/85 noise contour in orange.
Although some shrinkage of the contour occurred from 1973,
the rate q'as not fast enough to attain future predictions made
in 1973
POS realized that it would miss targets set for 1993. So when
POS passed Resolution 2943 implementing the Part 150
program, it also changed the Noise Remedy Program planning
period ou-Lyear from 1993 to the year 2000. POS did not count
on the ov€3rall rise in operations due to deregulation and
hubbing a.t STI A. POS revised its target to S. 229th St. for
1990, frotn the 1993 target of S. 2 10th St.

I
I
I
I
I

Since the methodologies are different between the two series it
is questiotnat)Ie as to whether the systems can even be
compared. The point is made however that the future
predictions made in 1973 were completely unrealistic.

Atch S: The ne\vest layer in grey is the actual 75 1,dn contour of
the 1991 Noise Exposure Map. The east/west bulges that
previously covered parts of SeaTac City and Burien have
disappeared.7

This contour also illustrates that in the previous five years the
noise prot>lem actually got worse due to increased air traffic at
STI A. The: noise contour grew on the north /south axis (in the
south frorn S. 242nd St to S 244th St.). This may seem a smallI

I
I
I

7 Letter from POS Planner Diane Summel'hays to Eric Shields, Planning
Director, City of Des Moines; dated 17 Aug 1992. In the letter Ms. Summerhays
attributes the disappearance of the bulges to a change in the INM without
further explanation.
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I
I
I
I
I

change, but please recall that POS had predicted shrinkage to
229th St., Not only was the magnitude of the change wrong but
the direc1 lion of the change was wrong as well.

The final element on this map shows where POS believes 75
Ldn will be in the year 2000.(depicted in dots) Year 2000 is
the contour on which the current Noise Remedy Program (NRP)
is based and the prediction made in 84/85 is its basis.

POS pred.icts that in the next seven years, 75 Ldn will shrink
from S. 244th St. to S. 21'4th St.. This prediction which was
made in 1985 continues to stand. POS has not revised it despite
the follos/ing facts:

A. All Stiage 1 aircraft operations have now been discontinued,
so no gair1 can be made there.

B. Sixty-'three percent of the jet fleet currently operating at
STI A are already Stage 3. STI A is relying on the conversion of
the remaining 37% of the Stage 2 fleet to achieve these gains.
Even if ttle full phase out of stage 2's occurred by year 2000
we are nc)t sure that this contour shrinkage would occur. Many
Stage 3 aircraft are not much quieter than the Stage 2. But a
federal waiver already allows for an extension of 15% of the
stage 2 fleet until the year 2004. (see explanation below) So
POS can rely at best on a further reduction of only 22% of the
stage 2 fleet by year 2000.

I
I
I
I
I

STI A is a.lso relying on the reduction of Stage 2 night flights to
achieve some of the goal but has recently granted variances to
that 'voluntary' program. Due to airline financial troubles we
believe that the variances will continue.

I
I
I
I

In light of 1 ) ttle current enlarging trend of the noise contours;
2 ) currently inI:reasing number of aircraft operations; and 3)
industry resistance to Stage 2 phase–out which has already been
supported by t.he federal government (see below), we don't believe
that the predic'Led year 2000 noise contour is realistic.
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q

CONCLUS loN }o STI A Noise Contour Predictions -1973 to Present;,

For twenty years, POS has been predicting that the noise contours
around STI A would shrink in a substantial way. When POS found
that its 1993 targets would not be achieved, it changed the rules and
set the achievetnent date to the year 2000. The result has been a
serious underestimation of costs and mitigation measures for buy-
out and insulation.I

I
I

Our research has found that minimal shrinkage has taken place
during the period in which the bulk of aircraft conversion from Stage
1 to Stage 3 has already taken place.

In light of the clirrent noise contour expansion trend and other facts
presented, we do not believe that the Port of Seattle can achieve its
current goal for year 2000.I

I
I
I
I

THE CURRENT SITUATION of NOISE CONT.OUR MAPS in FLiGHT PLAN:

The previous discussion of historical noise contour predictions serves
to establish that something is amiss in POS ability to predict acc:uf ate
noise contours. The inaccuracy of past predictions sheds grave doubt
on year 2000 and other contours presented in the Flight Plan EIS. In
fact Flight Plan :;tates on P. C-24: '’The primary time period for
analysis was 2020, which is representative of the long term noise
environment.'’. T'his is the first deficiency. The analysis should have
concentrated on the year 2000 where at least some some credible
assumptions could have been made. The idea that anyone could
make accurate noise projections 30 years into the future for
purposes of serious analysis , is absolutely ludicrous. The way POS

has handled the past twenty years of predictions is only further
reason to give no credibility to these year 2020 predictions and to
judge the entire analysis inadequate.

I
I
I
I
I

Further more the most significant contours for predicting noise
impacts on the s'urrounding community are the year 2000 contours
because they will add to an existing noise environment that has been



I
I
I
I in place well past the twenty year exposure criterion used by POS.

The year 2000 contours were not even presented in the DEIS. Thus
the public has not yet been given the opportunity to even comment
on the al.I

I
I
I
I
I
I

FIGURE C–7 of FLIGHT PLAN FEIS

Figure C–7 shows two 65 Ldn noise contours at STI A for the year
2000: 1 ) STI A 'without the project and 2) STI A with the third
runway. However the third runway contour shown is for the
runway used ill a "mitigated" fashion. Flight Plan p. C-26 states that:
"Under the mitigation assurnpt,ion, the runway would handle daytime
arrivals only.".

This 'mitigation assurnption' is absolutely ridiculous. It is analogous
to a developer saying that a 400,000 square foot (sf ) addition to an
existing million_ sf office complex will not have any effect on LOS for
surrounding stI'eets. When asked to justify the statement the
developer stat€1s: ''Yes I'm building it but I'm not going to use it
much." Every lise has a projected traffic demand. POS cannot define
its demand in c>rder to mask the effects of the noise ext,ernality on
the surroundin'g community.I
On the other hand if we accept the mitigated scenario then we must
again ask the question posed by airport planner Jerry Bogan: "How
much bang are we going to get for our buck on the third runway". If
we use the third runway for daytime landings only, Bogan's
contention is pr'oved.8 The third runway will not give us any
significant capacity over that which we would gain by installing a
new set of navaides on the second runway.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Flight Plan only presents limited information about the map in figure
C.-7 and the tnil.igation scenario. The following points must be

8 ''Discussion of Air6pac6 and Runway Capacity I==ue3 and Alternatives“ by
Gerald Bogan in Regional Commission on Airport Affairs document dated 21
Jan 1993. A copy of this document was presented to each of the mealbers of the
PSRC Transportation Policy and Executive Boards.
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I
I
I addressed in order to get to the true story behind the 'mitigated'

third r una'ay

I
I
I
I
I
I

1 ) All assumptions underlying the two contours must be presented
in detail. It is <iifficu it to imagine how Flight Plan was able to get the
contour for the third runway scenario entirely contained within the
'no project' con'lour. Given the right assurnptions however black can
become white and three runways can have less noise impact than
two

2) it is known that on previous noise contour maps, that POS has
assumed away all Stage 2 flights by the end of 1999. POS has done
this despite the history of federal waivers extending Stage 1 aircraft.
And, incredibly, POS has made this assumption in the face of federal
policy defined in CFR 14 Part 9 1.873 that allows U.S. air carriers an
unretrofitte c1 Stage 2 waiver of up to 15% of their fleets until the
year 2004. POS; argues that its 'voluntary' Mediated Agreernent calls
for a local Stage 2 phase out by the end of 2001. On some noise
maps POS has lrnade a 5% Stage 2 adjustment for year 2000 contour
predictions. We don't know if they have done that on map C-7 and
in any case it is not enough. In light of airline financial problelns we
expect the airlines to take full advantage of the 15% federal waiver
beyond year 2 C:100 .

I
I
I Furthermore POS was recently unable to get the airlines to even

reschedule Stage 2 flights away from the nighttime hours of
midnight to 6 A.M as called for under the Mediated Agreement. If
POS is unable tc) get a schedule change, one wonders how POS will be
able to achieve a 'voluntary' phaseout of aircraft that still have
substantial ecorromic life.

I
I
I
I
I
I

This IS% Stage 2 assumption change alone would expand both noise
contours preserrtled in Figure C-7 and would give a truer picture of
the extent of the noise problem and the associated n:litigation costs.

3) POS must expound on the "mitigated" runway scenario if it wishes
to use it as the basis of a noise contour. POS must declare what legal
guarantees it will give that the 'mediated' scenario will be used, for



I
I
I
I how long, and v/hat the maximum number of daytirne arrivals would

be. POS also must explain how it can justify expenditure of half a
billion taxpayer' dollars to construct a limited use 'mediated' runway.I

I
I

4) A more likely scenario for the third runway would be full
utilization. The FEIS should have shown such a map under two
scenarios: 1 ) thI:ee runways with equal distribution of landings and
takeoff s and 2) the third runway with its likely more than 33% of
operations; prot:> ably 50 % of operations.

I
I
I

A number of OF'erational situations exist that point to the third
runway getting as many as half of STI A operations. 1 ) The first and
second runway:; are too close together. 2 ) the proposed new
generation of jumbo jets are projected to be too heavy to operate on
the existing run.ways. A third runway built to a higher strength
standard will Iii<ely receive all new jumbo jet operations. It is likely
that operations on either the first or second runways will dwindle to
a spillover stattls.

I 5) A much more detailed set of year 2000 noise contour maps must
be produced also showing 70 and 75 Lda. STI A is unique among all
of the proposed Flight Plan sites in that it will have many times the
noise mitigatiorl costs of any of the sites. These costs must be taken
into account if an adequate cost cornparison between sites is to be
made. The §50 rnillion9 built into Flight Plan for STI A noise
mitigation is for' second runway mitigation only and is totally
inadequate in light of recent cost revelations by POS. Not only will
the third runway evaluated under the National Environmental
Protection Act (NEPA) force POS to assume left over second runway
rnitigation, but 1:he third runway will also shift noise westward by
several thousand feet potentially forcing POS to reinsulate residential
property and institutions to a higher standard than is currently being
done i.e. custom. insulation (§ 18,000 per home )vs. standard insulation
(§8,000 per hoare).

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

9 PS ATC Flight Plain Project DEIS; PSRC and POS; dated Jan 1992; Table 2 Flight
Plan Phase III Capital Cost Estimates p. C-84.
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I SUMMARY

I
I
I
I
I
I

POS has been able to mask the enormity of the noise mitigation
problem t3y ba:sing its Noise Remedy Program on future noise
contours. Other airports have based their programs on the current
year noise maE} and funded the worst problems first. STI A has
always project€3d out twenty years. In theory the results might be
the same for bt)th types of programs if the noise contours shrink as
predicted. Not only have the contours at STI A not shrunk, but STI A
has never had to discuss the true costs of the noise problem in the
Highline Community area as a result of its clever program design.

Only recently has POS released estimates for potential insulation
obligations witJhin the existing Noise Remedy Program Area (NRPA )
that total §255,9 million.10 We estimate that the current NRPA
contains half OI' less of the residential and institutional properties
currently eligit:IIe for insulation under federal Part 15C) guidelines.
Dealing with the current ( 1991 ) boundaries of 65 Ldn could swell
potential insul:Ltion obligations to §500+ million. This figure does not
include potential buyout areas that qualify under the POS criterion
that they be lot:ated in 75 Lda for at least twenty years. Obviously
POS does not want to discuss noise mitigation costs of half a billion
dollars and still present STI A as the low cost expansion site.

I
I
I FINAL CONCLUS iON:

I
I
I
I
I
I

By using inacculrate and meaningless noise contours for the third
runway in year' 2000, Flight Plan has been able to mask noise
mitigation cost:; at STI A. The Flight Plan consultant has somehow
made the year 2000 contour with the third runway smaller than the
contour without the runway. This deceptive contour makes it seem
that the third runway will not have any associated noise mitigation
costs. The Nati'onal Environmental Policy Act will make any rise in

10 '’Estimated Retnaining Mitigation Costs for the Second Runway at Sea-Tac
Int'l Airport" by :Hans Aschenbach. This inforlnation was developed from POS
documents distributed to members of the Port's Technical Review Committee
and through personal interviews with Earl Mundy, Manager of Noise Remedy,
POS



I
I
I
I noise a mitigable item. Given the size and density of the residential

community in -Lhe Highline area, noise mitigation for the STI A third
runway could I'un into the hundreds of millions of dollars. Those
costs would be mandatory under NEPA, not voluntary as Part 150
noise mItigatIon IS.

I
I
I
I
I
I

Those hundreds of millions of dollars added to the already inflated
cost of the third runway might lead to a different project decision. Of
all the Flight Pllan sites considered only STI A is surrounded by such a
dense residential community. For other sites buyout of all noise
affected propel:ties within 65 ],dn has actually been proposed. A
proposal of that sort for STI A would cost many BILLIO.NS of dollars.
Among all the Flight Plan site alternatives, noise mitigation costs are
only a significant cost item for the STI A site. By avoiding a
discussion of ttrose costs, the STI A site has been inappropriately
presented as a lower cost site.

Thus the entif eI Flight Plan recommendation is suspect and quite
probably has led to adoption of an uneconomic project decision.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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