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The Honorable Rodney Siater, Secretary
U.S. Deparunen! of Transpomtion
400 7th Street SW

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Slate=.

The purpose of this letter is to reaffirm the conclusions in the December 20, 1996 letter from
Washington Ecology DirectorMary Riveland to Mr. Dennis Ossenkop. In that letter, the State
of Washington provided reasonable assurance that the pmpog_ airport development project
involving the Sea-Tac Airportthird runway will be located, designed, consmtcted and operated
so as to comply with applicable airand water quality standards. Since the Slate providexi that
assurance,the Portof Seattle and the Federal Aviation Administration have preparedand
distributeda supplemental environmental impact statemeaL With this len_, theSlate of
Washington is again certifying thatwe will take the necessary actions to assure that the project is
builtand operated in compliance with applicable air and water quality standards.

The Washington Deparunent of EcololD' has reviewed the information contained in the Final
Sul)plementalEnvironmental |t_pac'tStatement for the PnT_ Master Plan Undate at Seanle
Tacoma InternationalA'n_,onand otherrelevant documents. As a result of that review, the State
of Washington reatYn'msits earlier findings and hereby provides thatthere is reasonable
assurancethat the airportdevelopment project involving the Sea-Tac third runway will be
located, designed, conslzucted and operatedso as to comply with applicable air and water quality
standards,if the Port of Seattle implements the following measures:

1. The Port of Seattle will obtain and comply with all applicable air and water quality
regulations, permitsandapprovals including the air conformity det_,..ination required
under the FederalClean Air Act.

2. The Port of Seattle will implement stormwatercontrol measures that comply with the
requirements contained in the most currentStormwaterManagement Manual for the
PuRet Sound Ba.si_or otherequivalent stormwatermanuals approved by the Department
of Ecology.

3. The Port of Sea_e will establish and implement a process formonitoring construction
activities to ensure compliance with applicable _irand water standards. As pan of this
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process, the Port of Seattle will perform the following activities after Ecology review and
collkmenu

a) preparea new runway consm_tion sediment and erosion plan which adheres to
availablebestmanagementpractices(BMPs)andprocedureswhich thePort ofSeanle
willattachtothebidpackageswhen seekingcontractorstoconsaucttherunway;

b) prepare site-specific sediment and erosion control plans which describe specific
BMPs and procedures for individual consm_on and borrow sites;

c) implementproceduresfor reviewing mitigation requirements with conmu:tors and
subconu-acnpriortoinitiatingconsm en ivities;

d) implement procedures for addressing changes in plans and eo_on activities and
resolving disagreements on the interpretationof mitiption requirements, permit
conditions,andallowableconsmactionactivities; and

e) establish and fund an independent qualified constm_on pollutio_ control officer to
adviseon and dee, wine complimc¢ with applicable air and warm"quality standards.

4. As partof its ongoingefforts to addressb-_,nious substancereleasesunderthe Model
Toxics Control Act (MTCA), the Portof Seattle will complete a ground water evaluation
atthenirportasdefinedintheMTCA AgreedOrderwhichwill be finalized after review
of public comments. The purposes of this evaluation include:

a) determineground water flow characteristicsand identifying fate and transport
mechanisms;

b) modeling to assess potential risks to area drinkingwater supplies and adjacent surface
water bodies; and

c) conducting additional characterizationof groundwater and/or long-term monitoring
as necessary.

5. The Port of Seattle will design and constructthe third runway such that the project will
notcause changes in the location ofthc hydrologic divide between Miller and Des
Moines Creeks in a manner that alters the average instream flow of either creek. The
Port of Seattle will evaluate the feasibility of con.vaucting an aquifer under the third
nmway as a means to control stormwaterflows and minimiTe im_ on instream flows.

The Portof Seattle will submit a report to Ecology describing the results of this
evaluation.

Asstatedin theDecember20, 1996 lener,theStateof Washingtonexpectsthat the proposed
project will be implemented in a manner that is consistent with mitigation requirements under the
National EnvironmentalPolicy Act/State Environmental Policy Act, other environmental
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monitoringstudies,andcontrol_ andpermittingacdonsinvolving air andwaterquality
at Sea-Tat Airport. In imrticular,implementation of the proposedproject mutt take into account
the airmonitoring evaluation being conducted by the Port, the Puget Sound Air Pollution Control
Authority(PSAPCA).EPA.andEcology.

ThisletterreaffirmsandsupersedestheDecember20.1996let_issuedby formerEcology
Director MaryRive|and. Consequently, this letter constitutes the _ate certification required
under49 U.S.C. 47101 et seq. Alll_rties are aware that this lec.erdoes mt mn.cdtute a
commitment to issue any specific permiL I have directed the Departmentof Ecology and other
state agencies to implement and enforceapplicable air and waterquality standards in a manner
that protects the health of Washington's citizens and the environment.

If you or your staffhave questions regarding this letter, please contact Mr. David Bradley
(360/407-6907) or Mr. David Williams (425/649-7071).

cc: Tom Fitzsimmons, Departmentof Ecology
DennisMcL_,_t.PugetSoundAirPollutionControlAuthority
GinaMarieLindsey.PortOfSeattle
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