
I_amrr NO.._._I
I aa
• M. Green j

v

July 31, 2000

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Regulatory Branch
Post Office Box 3755

Seattle, Washington 98124-2255
A'I-I'N: Jonathan Freedman, Project Manager

Washington State Department of Ecology
Permit and Coordination Unit
Post Office Box 47600

Olympia, Washington 98504-7001
AT'I'N: Tom R. Luster, Environmental Specialist

Subject: Approval process for stormwatar management plan for proposed 3rd runway
development actions at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport.

NorthwestHydraulicConsultants(nhc)hasbeenretainedon behalfoftheAirportCommunitiesCoalitiontoprovide
a technical review of stormwater facilities and related streamflow impacts from the proposed 3rd runway

development at SeaTac airport. By a letter dated November 24, 1999, we provided our imdal comments from our
technical review of documents describing the Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) for Master Plan Update
Improvements at Seattle-Tacoma International Aurport. By a letter dated May 3, 2000, we provided follow-up
comments resulting from our technical review of additional materials which were not available at the date of the
initial review. The purpose of this letter is to remind you that the numerous substantial comments raised by us and
by others have, to our knowledge, not yet been satisfactorily addressed, and to express concern over what has
become a closed-doordesignreviewprocess.

IndependenttechnicalreviewsbyotherexpertsundercontracttotheDepartmentofEcologyhaveconsistently
corroboratedourconcerns.A linuted-scopereviewby PacificGroundwaterGroupIfoundserious"'fundamental

questions"inthehydrologicmodelingwhich,ifleftuncorrected,wouldhaveledtotheconstructionoffacilities

whichwouldbegenerallyundersizedand wouldnotachievetherequiredlevelsofflowcontrol.A broader-scope
reviewbyKing Countyof"techmcar'issuesidentifiednumerousspecificproblemsbeforeevenconsideringthe

mssucofhydrologicmodelcalibrationwhichseemstohavesincebecome themain focusofSMP revisions.

A largenumberofsubstantiveissuesand concernshavebeenraisedwhichallneedtobeaddressedifthereistobe
confidencem theSMP asadesigndocumentwhichwillaccomplishtheregulatorygoalsofflowcontroland

environmentalprotection.Copiesofourpreviouscomment lettersareenclosedforreference.To ourknowledge,

substantiallyallofourpreviouscomments remainunresolvedatthistime.

The very limited mformation which has been disclosed from the King County review oftbe SMP indicates that King
County has also raised numerous additional specific concerns which, to our knowledge, are also unresolved at this
time. We refer in particular to an I i-page document with draft preliminary review comments dated 4/5/2000 which
is in the files of both the Corps and Ecology and which was obtained by the ACC through public information
disclosurerequests.Itshouldbcnotedthatthe4/5/2000documentdoesnotdealatallwithmodel calibration,which
was firstralsedbyusasa majorconcernvlaemailtoconcernedpartieson 4/4/2000.We understandfrom verbal
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discussionwith Ecology thatfollow-up SMP revisions have focused nearly enurely on the single issue of HSPF
model calibration.

We are concerned thatm the recent push to reachresolutionon the issue of hydrologic model calibration, many
othersubstantive issues and concernswill be neglected. Those other issues are identified m our previous letters and
in the King Countycomments. New issues may still arise as otherclosely-related plans and documents, such as for
theproposed expansion of the IndustrialWastewaterSystem, are obteined and reviewed.

We request on behalf of the A/rportCommumties Coalition that, priorto regulatorycemfication or approval of the
proposed 3'_runway project, therebe full disclosure of whatever StormwarerManagement Plan discussions and
agreements are now being made out of the light of public scrutiny, and that there be a meaningful nine period for
further review and comment on whatever SMP documents merge from that process.

Sincerely,

NORTHWEST HYDRAULICCONSULTANTS, INC.

William A. Rozeboorn, P.E. K. Malcolm Leytham, Ph.D, P.E.
Senior Engineer Principal

cc: Peter Eglick, Helsell FenermanLLP, FAX (206) 340-0902
Kimherly Lockard,Airport Communities Coalition, FAX (206) 870-6540
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