
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA)

Agency and Public Scoping

Publish and start comment period for
the draft EA

Conduct public meetings

Review/respond to comments

Publish the final EA

Prepare and publish Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI)/Record

of Decision (ROD)

12/12/24 - Council presentation
02/08/25 - Council presentation
09/04/25 - Council update

10/21/24 - 12/13/24 - comment
period time frame

11/13/25 - 3-City ILA was approved

09/27/18 - Des Moines scoping
comments
09/27/18 - 4-City scoping
01/25/19 - Letter to Port of Seattle
Commission

03/16/18 - 4-City ILA was drafted

10/21/24 - Draft EA Issued

12/05/24 - City Public Meeting
12/12/24 - 4-City Comment Letter
on Draft EA
12/13/24 - Des Moines EA
Comment Letter

60-Day Appeal Period

NEPA PROCESS NOTES

09/26/25 - FONSI/ROD Issued

11/24/25 - Appeal period ended
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COURT NEPA APPEAL

COURT NEPA APPEAL PROCESS NOTES

11/24/25 - Filed Petition for Review
of FONSI/RODFile Petition for Review

Request FAA for Stay of Project until
completion of SEPA

FAA files Administrative Record

Opening Brief due 40 days after
Administrative Record

Decision

Oral Argument
Usually 6-8 months after final briefs

Anywhere from 1 month to 1 year
depending on schedule

Usually 30 days after opening brief
FAA files Response Brief

Petitioner’s Reply Brief
Usually 21 days after response
brief
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STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (SEPA)

SEPA PROCESS

Applicant submits proposal to lead
agency

DETERMINATION
Lead agency determines project will likely
have significant adverse impacts and
requires an EIS

Public comment period & meetings

EIS SCOPE
Lead agency uses input from the public,
agencies, tribes, and organizations to
decide what should be studied in the EIS

Public comment period & meetings

DRAFT EIS
Lead agency collects and analyzes
information about potential impacts and
develops a draft EIS

7-Day waiting period for permit &
decision

FINAL EIS
Lead agency considers input from the
public, agencies, tribes, and
organizations to develop a final EIS

APPEAL PERIOD

NOTES

7/30/2018 - Determination
completed 

2018 - Joint SEPA/NEPA Scoping
completed. See NEPA handout
for details

Q1, 2026 - Draft EIS

Draft EIS had a 30 day notice
period prior to release
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