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-------- --::Dear Concerned C_i_t_J..-. z_e_n_:_ ---~-------- - -- --- ----

I am writin g to you in regard to the reform legislation for the 
Port of Seatt l e that I have introduced this session, Hous e Bil l 519. 
Enclo sed with this lett er are some editorials and ar t icles that have 
app ear ed on this measure ; as you can see, this bil l passed the House 
of Representatives overwh e l mi ng l y with a vo te o f 74 - 20, 4 members 
not voting . Th is was a great victory for those o f us who fee l the 
Port o f Seattle has be en unresponsive t o many corrnnun i ties in King 
Count y , wh ile at t he same time creating mo r e tax incr eases for t h e 
r esid ents of King Count y . The State Auclitor's latest report has 
shown that the fort ot ~ealt l e has taxed beyon~ i ts l egal authorit y . 

This measure, House Bill 519, is presently in the Senate Consti
tutions and Elections Committee . There wi ll be a h earing on Saturday 
March 31st, at 8:3 0 AN i n the P'Jblic Lands Building, Room :fi432. Your 
assistance would be grea t l y apprecia ted ; a l etter to your Senator and/or 
your pres ence at t he h earing would surely he lp support the final pas
sa ge of this measure. 

I mi ght also add that t h e Port Commi ss ion has finally consented to dis
~uss with <I~e this all i mportant l egislation ._Af t e_I m_q:cw deJ i berations , 
Mr. Frank R. Kitche ll, currently a Por t Conrrnissioner, will appear with 
me on Channel 7 , Sunday, April 1st at 11 o'clock AM. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

KL:ml 
Enclosure 

Sin~~~ 
King L/{en I 
State Repr esentative 
31st District 
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Ms. Virginia E. Dana 
2648 South 142nd 
Seattle, WA 98168 

Dear Ms. Dana: 

April 3, 1973 

Thank you for your letter of March 31st in which you urge 
passage of House Bill 519 requiring port commissioners to 
run in legislative districts in King County. 

As you know by now, ou r committee held a Rublic hearing on 
this issue last week at which time testimony was presented 
by both sides. There was not enough votes at that time to 
move this bill out o f committee. However, we will be sched
uling HB 519 for a future committee meeting and, hopefully, 
the committee will see fit to pass this bill out for consider
ation by the full body. 

I can certainly understand the concern of the residents in the 
Highline area with this particular measure and I, too, believe 
that you are deserving of adequate representation by the Port 
Commission. Please be assured that, as Chairman of the Constitu
tion and Elections Committee, I will do all that I can to seek 
passage of this bill. 

I appreciate you taking the time to share your views with me on 
this vitally important issue. 

GG:rh 

State Senato r 
11th District 



KING LYSEN 
THIRTY·FlRST DISTRICT 

P, 0. BOX t'l8173 

SEATTLE ge1ee 

ru:a. TKL.: 244-e811 

Ol..YM~IA TIL.: 7~3-75l22 

~3 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON 
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The Port of Seattle has approximately two billion dollars worth of pro
perty in King County, and is growing rapidly, all of which is off the tax 
rolls. Beyond this, in 1971 the Port received 11 ~ million dollars in pro
perty taxes from the home owners in King County. The Port has a larger bud
get than the City of Seattle, yet is less responsive in numerous ways. l 
have introduced a bill, House Bill 519, in the 1973 session of the Washington 
State Legislature that will affect the Port Commission and its relationship 
to our communities. With the passage of HB 519, I hope to change the Port 
Commission so that its members are more responsive to our citizens. 

Currently, as you may know, the Port Commission i s made up of five mem
bers who run for office county-wide. This has resulted in campaigns that 
cost in excess of forty thousand dollars. Thus, in the past, only wealthy 
individuals with a lot of free time have been allowed to run and win. House 
Bill 519 would expand the Port Commission from five to nine members and would 
have each commissioner run in the existing county council districts. A 
county council district in King County would be about as large as two legis
lative districts, so as you can see, it would still be a large area in terms 
of 135,000 constituents. 

--I feel stron-gly that our area, which has been severely impacted by the 
growth and expansion of the Seattle-Tacoma Airport and its accompanying Te~ 
noise which goes over 100 decibels in some of the classrooms of Highline 
schools, needs its own representative on this most important commission. If 
we could elect a representative from our area, I am sure the Port Commission's 
attitude would be more responsive to the problems of our citizens. 

Enclosed is a copy of House Bill 519. I would hope that you would support 
this measure, and will send letters to legislators in King County and our local 
newspapers supporting HB 519. Urge your friends also to send letters. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thank-you for 
your assistance. 

KL:ml 

Enclosure 

~i~cerel~ 

~sen~ 
State Representative 
31st District 
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