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Voters say YES to local transportation measures 
Voters in Tacoma, Enumclaw and Seattle said yes to measures that will fix streets, make safety improve-
ments, add sidewalks and make other needed investments to improve local transportation systems. Voters 
in Snohomish County also said yes to Community Transit’s Proposition 1, which is adding more service and 
a second Swift bus rapid transit line. 
FAST Act secures federal transportation funding 
In December, President Obama signed the five-year Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act 
that will provide Washington state with $3.6 billion in highway funding and $1.2 billion in transit funding 
through 2020. 
Selecting projects for $700 million in PSRC funding 
In 2016 PSRC will decide on projects for about $700 million in federal transportation funding from the FAST 
Act. It’s a competitive process with projects selected on their merits. Criteria include support for centers, 
safety, equity, and air quality benefits. 
Fixing the state’s transportation mismatch
PSRC has been working with leaders around the state to design a new approach for allocating $3.6 bil-
lion in Federal Highway Administration funds that will come to the state over the next five years. Under the 
state’s old policy, 66% of these funds have been used for state highways, while 34% have been for all local 
transportation. That split no longer matches the needs of cities and counties, which maintain 86% of state 
and local road miles and support many other vital parts of the transportation system. The Governor’s office 
will convene a group this spring to consider new approaches and guide next steps. 
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Special needs transportation awards
Over the past year, PSRC and the Washington State Department of Transportation have partnered to ap-
prove funding for over $8 million for 21 projects that help people with disabilities, older adults, youth, and 
people with low incomes get around more easily. 
Transportation Improvement Program
Through PSRC’s work to maintain the Regional Transportation Improvement Program, the region is 
advancing more than $6 billion in transportation improvements over the next four years. Through our 
project selection processes and project tracking, PSRC is ensuring that federal transportation funds 
are put to work on priority projects that help achieve the region’s growth, economic development and 
transportation strategy.
Transit integration 
PSRC is helping to coordinate and track regional efforts to better integrate transit service and planning. We 
hosted a Transit Integration Summit in June to review integration that is underway and build momentum for 
even more integration to deliver an efficient, high performing regional transit system.
Transportation Futures Task Force: Let’s get ahead
The Transportation Futures Task Force began meeting in February 2015 to examine the region’s long-
term transportation future. This independent task force included broad representation of civic leaders 
from central Puget Sound. In early 2016 the task force developed a final report with recommendations for 
policymakers at every level of government to consider. This work will help inform PSRC’s next update of the 
regional transportation plan. 
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About the Puget Sound Regional Council
The Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) is a regional planning organization that develops policies and 
makes decisions about transportation, economic development and growth management. PSRC’s work 
includes:
•	Long-range planning for transportation, economic development and growth management
•	Transportation funding – about $260 million annually
•	Regional data and research
•	Regional coordination and outreach

Leadership & Organization
The members of PSRC are King, Snohomish, Pierce and Kitsap counties, 73 cities within the region, four 
port districts, the region’s transit agencies, the Washington State Department of Transportation, Washing-
ton State Transportation Commission, the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe, the Puyallup Tribe of Indians, and the 
Suquamish Tribe.

General Assembly — Meets at least annually to 
vote on major decisions, establish the budget, and 
elect new officers. Includes all elected representa-
tives of PSRC members.
Executive Board — PSRC’s governing board that 
meets monthly to make decisions on behalf of the 
General Assembly. Members are appointed by their 
General Assembly constituents to represent the 
member governments.
Transportation Policy Board — Makes recom-
mendations on transportation issues to the Exec-
utive Board. Includes representatives of PSRC’s 
member jurisdictions, regional business, labor, and 
civic and environmental groups.
Growth Management Policy Board — Makes 
recommendations on growth management issues 
to the Executive Board. Includes representatives of 
PSRC’s member jurisdictions, regional business, 
labor, and civic and environmental groups.
Economic Development District Board — The 
regional Economic Development District (EDD) 
Board coordinates regional economic development 
planning. Includes representatives from private 
business, local governments, tribes and trade orga-
nizations. 

Budget & Funding Sources
The Puget Sound Regional Council’s adopted bien-
nial budget for 2016-2017 (July 1, 2015–June 30, 
2017) is $27.4 million. The agency’s work program is 
funded by a combination of federal and state grants, 
dues paid by PSRC members, and other local 
sources.
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