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Agenda and meeting goals

Agenda

• Program overview + history

• Project overview

– Stage 1b

– Stage 2
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Puget Sound Gateway Program
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The Puget Sound Gateway Program is composed of two 

projects: the SR 167 Completion Project in Pierce County, 

and the SR 509 Completion Project in King County. 

• Essential connections to the ports of Tacoma and Seattle 

• Ensure people and goods move more reliably through the 

Puget Sound region

• Enhance the state's economic competitiveness by 

connecting the state's largest ports to key distribution 

centers

Delivering the projects under one program allows WSDOT 

to realize efficiencies in planning, environmental review, 

design, and construction.
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Program history
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Puget Sound Gateway Program funding

Total funding: $2.69 billion

$73.7M INFRA Grant 

$2.32B state funding 

Includes federal funding 

($605M) which is 

allocated by the state
Includes $20M of 

the INFRA grant

$136.4M local 

contribution 
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Program partners 



SR 509 Completion Project
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SR 509 Completion Project – Stage 1b 
I-5 to 24th Avenue South – New expressway
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SR 509 Completion Project – Stage 1b
I-5/SR 509 Interchange

10

November 2023

• Tunnel under southbound I-5 is 

complete 

• Tunnel excavation has begun 

under northbound I-5 with 

traffic shift and speed reduction

Veterans Drive tunnel



SR 509 Completion Project – Stage 1b
South 216th Street bridge
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SR 509 Completion Project – Stage 1b
NBCD bridge
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SR 509 Completion Project – Stage 1b
I-5 to 24th Ave South
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SR 509 Completion Project – Stage 1b
I-5 to 24th Ave South
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SR 509 Completion Project – Stage 1b
Noise walls



16

SR 509 Completion Project – Stage 2 
24th Ave South to South 188th Street – New Expressway

Scope includes: 

• Two miles of new expressway

• New interchanges and roundabouts

• Southbound I-5 auxiliary lane

• Wetland mitigation

Construction begins: late summer 2024

Open to traffic: Q4 2027

Upcoming engagement:

Online open house: fall 2024

△

N

Current 

endpoint 

of SR 509

Des Moines Creek Trail

509
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Tolling
• Only new expressway (between S 188th St. 

and I-5) will be tolled

• Current access to local roads and un-tolled 

local routes to I-5 remain

• Electronic tollbooth

• Dedicated tolling funds construction, 

operations, and maintenance

• Public toll-setting process led by Washington 

State Transportation Commission (2024)

• Toll point constructed during Stage 1b in the 

vicinity of South 211th Street

• Anticipated toll collection start: 2025

Electronic tolling example (no tollbooth)

Toll point

SR 509 Completion Project



Community engagement
What we’ve been up to
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• Online interactive map with SR 509 Stage 2 features: 

bit.ly/SR509map

• Summer events

o Nearly 2,000 people engaged in 2022 & 2023

• Six open houses (virtual and in-person)

• Project email updates 

• Construction-specific outreach to residents and 

businesses

• Highline School District coordination

Tabling at the Des Moines Farmers Market
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• Project tabling at local fairs and festivals – summer 2024

• SR 509 Stage 2 construction online open house – late 

summer 2024

• Resident and business outreach as construction ramps up

• Ongoing agency and community group briefings

• Construction mailers and fliers

• Project newsletters

• Preparing information for project partners

Community engagement
What to expect

Tabling at the SeaTac Resource Fair

Open house advertisement in culturally-

relevant media, Spanish language



Thank you
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